Church Environment
Seasonal Church Decorations and Appearance
Catholic Tradition follows a liturgical calendar of varying seasons: Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, and Ordinary Time. These seasons and feast days might influence the look of the church on your wedding day and cannot be changed or removed. You might wish to schedule your wedding in light of our seasonal church environment. However, we cannot guarantee exactly how the church will be decorated months in advance. Still, you may call our Director of Liturgy regarding what decorations might be anticipated.
Advent. The Advent season anticipates the arrival of Christ in our lives and begins four Sundays before Christmas. We typically decorate the church with an arrangement of candles reminiscent of the Advent wreath, with a candle lit for the first week of Advent, two candles lit for the second week of Advent, three for the third week, and four for the fourth week. You might also find an arrangement of banners. Decorative colors for the season range from deep-blue purple to rose (the third Sunday of Advent). The church is without flowers and green plants (please take any flowers from your wedding with you when you leave). Our parish tradition includes two white-branched Giving Trees in the back of the church. The days just prior to Christmas are hectic with rehearsals and preparations for Christmas.
Christmas. The Christmas season lasts well into January, up to three Sundays beyond Christmas Day. White is the predominant decorative color and not traditional secular colors of green and red. We typically add highlights of gold, too. A crèche scene (manger) is usually off to the side, near the chapel. Evergreen trees are throughout the church, decorated with many small white lights.
Lent. Lent begins as early as mid-February and as late as late-March, ending with the Easter Triduum. The church appears more stark than at other times – no flowers or greenery, a large wooden cross stands in the center aisle, and the liturgical color is reddish purple. Weddings typically are not scheduled during Lent.

Easter. Easter extends for eight Sundays, beginning as early as mid-/late-March and ending as late as early June. The church is full of flowers and greenery. The liturgical color is white, so we often plan an informal color scheme for the flowers and banners; therefore, it is a good idea to check with the liturgy director beforehand. Given the festive decorations during the Easter season, it is a wonderful time for weddings, and extra flowers for a wedding typically are not necessary. Also, the liturgical color for the two Sundays after this season is also white, but most of the Easter flowers will be gone.

Ordinary Time. Ordinary Time falls between the seasons of Christmas and Lent and the seasons of Easter and Advent. The liturgical color is green, seen mostly through the presence of green plants. We generally have a large flower arrangement near the altar during the summer, and we often can arrange in a color scheme to match your wedding (contact our liturgy director early). During autumn, the altar arrangements typically reflect autumn colors. Still, please contact the liturgy director if your wedding is during autumn so we can be sensitive to the sometimes very different environment that a wedding might require.

