Renewing Our Faith
St. Martin of Tours Centennial Campaign

Celebrating 100 Years of Service
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Parish Mission Statement
St. Martin of Tours Parish is a Roman Catholic Community of baptized Christians who recognize the presence of
Jesus Christ in us all through our gift of faith.
We join together in worshipping God, to support and affirm each other and to spread the Good News of salvation
by sharing our talents and ourselves in Liturgy, Service, and Witness, through an openness with the Holy Spirit, in
order to bring about the Kingdom of God on earth.

A Time for Renewal
The mission of St. Martin of Tours
Parish is rooted in one of the most
fundamental tenets of our Catholic
Faith. “People Ministering to People” is
the expression of living for others –
always.
In my time at St. Martin of Tours, I have
been heartened and impressed with
the community service mission that our
parish family has taken to heart for
decades. By sharing our talents and
ourselves in the service of our
neighbors, we renew our faith in Jesus
Christ every day.
Now, as our parish celebrates 100
years of ministry, service, and devotion,
we look back in gratitude for the many
blessings that the generations before
us provided.

As we look forward to a bright and flourishing second century for our 2,000 parishioners, we must
also do our part to ensure the vibrancy of our parish well into the future.
With the help of the Parish Building Committee, we have identified a number of critical projects to
improve our facilities while enhancing our liturgical experience and renewing our faith in Jesus
Christ.
We believe that with God we can do anything and that we are only limited by our willingness to
respond to His grace. Thank you for dreaming and believing in the future of our parish and for being
a part of this historic endeavor.

Father Sergio Ovando
Pastor
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We are blessed to have expansive grounds and a variety of parish and school facilities.
With this blessing comes a responsibility.
Our parish needs refurbishment.
As a community of faith, we are blessed with many gifts due to the sacrifices of parishioners over
the span of our 100 years. With these blessings, we may experience the joy that St. Martin of
Tours Parish and School bring to our lives and the lives of our families and community. When a
need arises, it is our parish tradition to answer the call.
A glimpse of our history in the next pages offers proof of the thousands of families who have
responded to the needs of our parish throughout the past 100 years, building our dynamic parish
and school community, active with many parish groups and ministries, to where it stands today.
Over the past 20 years, only minor repairs have been made, typically on an as-needed basis.
Proper renovation will accommodate the needs of parish facilities. An updated facility will
symbolize a renewed commitment to continue and encourage parish growth.
The time has come not only for us to celebrate our proud past, but to prepare for an even more
vibrant future.
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A Rich History of Stewardship
With the growth and expansion of the Silicon Valley region, St. Martin of Tours has responded with
dedication and generosity to expand the capacity of our worship services and ministries.
Historical and visionary leadership has shaped our parish in a number of ways since its formal
establishment as a parish in 1914. To address a 33% growth of the parish population, the 1940’s
and 1950’s saw the construction of the new (current) church and rectory. The new church
attracted a number of gifts from parishioners, including the tabernacle, crucifix and altar.

 1912-1914 – The First Mission
The mission of St. Martin of Tours was
established. The first Mass was held in a hall
above a grocery store on Bascom and San
Carlos. In search of a permanent home, the
congregation raised $600 to purchase four
parcels of land on San Carlos, near what is
today Meridian and San Carlos, upon which a
church was established in 1914. This
community-driven effort also elevated the faith
community to parish status.

Parishioner
Angelica
Palumbo
stands in
front of the
first church,
on her First
Communion
day.

 1948 – A Growing Need
St. Martin of Tours Parish grew and flourished
for many years until, in the 1940’s, the
community came together once again to buy
new land and build a new church.
Aerial view of the new church on O’Connor Drive.

 1953 – A New Beginning
Responding to the growing needs of the parish,
the new church, along with the parish hall and
rectory, was completed in 1953 and still stands
today. The first Mass in the new Church was
held on Easter Sunday. Archbishop John J. Mitty
dedicated the new church that October.
This same year the church established the St.
Vincent de Paul Society to respond to requests
for food and clothing for the needy.
Father Butler outside of the newly built church, circa 1952
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 1955 – Educating the Body of Christ
After 41 years of existence, the parish had a
tangible need for Catholic education for its
children. At Father Butler’s request, hundreds of
families took part in a $250,000 campaign to
build a school to meet this need.
St. Martin of Tours School opened in 1955 with
250 children. Over the next three years, one
class was added each year, with continued
growth in the student population through the
1960’s.

The first St. Martin of Tours School building, established following
a successful $250,000 capital campaign.

 1985 – A Parish Renewed
Following a three-year Feasibility Study aiming to
align the church layout with Vatican II principles,
the redesigned Church opened its doors on
Easter Sunday.
The interior featured a more communal seating
plan so people could better face each other
around the altar. Other updates included new
stained glass windows, baptismal font, ambo,
and the construction of the Community Building.

The new church layout. The design and consultation
process earned the Benedictine Award in 1985.

 2007 – Rooted in Faith
In an effort to fund the Catholic Community
Foundation of Santa Clara, the Diocese of San
Jose launched its $100 million “Rooted in Faith”
campaign in 2005. To date, parishioners have
contributed $1.3 million to this campaign,
$108,000 of which has been remitted to
St. Martin of Tours to support the parish
operating budget and build parish and school
endowments.

Telling of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

 2014 – One Hundred Years and Counting
To celebrate our Centennial, St. Martin of Tours
comes together again to address the capital
needs of the parish. As in past campaigns to
improve and advance our parish offerings, the
$2.5 million campaign to renovate our facilities
provides the parish community with a way to
honor the past while securing our Catholic
future.

Father Abe conducts a Children’s Mass during Lent.
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Developing Followers of Jesus
Built in 1955, St. Martin of Tours School combines the rich tradition of Catholic education with
cutting edge teaching methodologies. From transitional kindergarten through eighth grade, we
educate the whole child, designing our programs to develop joyful, well-rounded learners and
active members of our community.
We are a fully enrolled school, benefiting from a campus where our students can run and play
outdoors. Our students and families form a strong partnership that works together with our highly
trained teaching staff to enhance learning in – and beyond – the classroom. We highly value our
partnerships with our parents.
To meet the needs of a diverse student learning community, we utilize small group instruction
throughout the day, which is enhanced by technology and other hands-on learning.
Besides the core curriculum, beginning in transitional kindergarten, we offer music, physical
education, and art. We begin our Spanish program in kindergarten, and when our students
graduate, they may be placed into advanced high school Spanish. Our math program allows some
of our students to accelerate to geometry in eighth grade and can be placed into advanced
algebra in high school. Our band program begins in fourth grade and culminates annually in an
incredible St. Martin Concert Band performance.
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We believe. We achieve. We roar!
We have a well-equipped science lab and library. Students
have access to the latest technology through our mobile
computer labs, providing the opportunity to apply their
computer skills dynamically in their classwork.
Of course, our practice of Gospel values is at the core of all we
do. Liturgical celebrations and religious education help our
students to understand their role as Catholics in the
community. Our students respect and celebrate the diversity of
all God's creation through sacramental preparation, studentled liturgies, community celebrations, and hands-on service
outreach projects.
We are blessed with many resources and incredible parent
support; however, our tuition does not cover the whole cost of
a St. Martin of Tours’ education.
To maintain incredibly rich programs and balance the budget,
our hard working parents raise several hundred thousand
dollars every year to cover the gap between tuition and the
actual cost of our programs. Our need for scholarship support
is growing, and our facilities, while cheerful and brightly
painted, are aging.
We use every square inch of our current facility, including
converting closets and storage areas for small group learning
and staffing resource areas, but a school built in the 1950’s
lacks the space and electrical upgrades that would be taken
for granted today.
St. Martin of Tours School welcomes the opportunity to
improve our facilities as part of the parish-wide renovation
plan: to provide a brighter and better learning environment for
our Bengals.
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Living Our Faith
St. Martin of Tours Parish is home to a vibrant, active, faith-filled community that offers
opportunities for living our faith no matter what age or stage in our spiritual life.
Many of the parish groups have established a long and proud tradition. The Italian Catholic
Federation was established in 1946 and the Ladies Guild was founded as the Fatima League in
1952. The St. Martin of Tours branch of the St. Vincent de Paul Society celebrated its 50-year
anniversary just last year, and the first Giving Tree was erected in 1979.

Catechetical Ministry

Liturgical Ministries

Through its Catechetical Ministry, St. Martin
of Tours promotes faith development by
empowering families to live the Catholic
faith at home and in the world. Through our
programs, we are able to reach new
members of the Catholic faithful with
sacramental preparation and faith
formation and enrichment for our
parishioners of all ages.

Liturgy, the “work of the people,” includes
the preparation and implementation of our
community’s liturgical celebrations. As a
worshiping community we are all called to
actively participate in our liturgies through
song, prayer, silence, and ritual. Some are
called to specific liturgical ministries,
serving as Eucharistic ministers, lectors,
ushers, greeters, music ministers, altar
servers, and to other ministries.

Pastoral Care Ministry

Parish Clubs and Organizations

The Pastoral Care Ministry facilitates the
work of the Church by reaching out to meet
the special needs of the sick and frail
elderly, the homebound, and those who are
experiencing loss. The Pastoral Care
Ministry also fosters community and social
awareness through its Food Box program,
Peace and Justice Commission and
Welcoming Ministry.

St. Martin of Tours is home to a number of
other clubs and organizations that provide
an outlet for spiritual growth and
community building through special events,
sports, and serving the community. The
Italian Catholic Federation, the Ladies
Guild, St. Vincent de Paul Society, the
Men’s Club, year-round basketball on
Saturday mornings, and various scouting
groups represent this vibrant aspect of
parish life.
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St. Martin of Tours by the Numbers
 Demographic Snapshot
2,000

346

Registered
Parishioners

Students
Grades TK-8

45

460+

Parish Ministries,
Groups and
Activities

Worship Services
Per Year

72+

1,700+

Annual Nursing
Home Visits

Hours Knitting
Prayer Shawls

960+

175

Food Boxes
Distributed In 2013

Honorees at Our
Celebration of Life

 Pastoral Care

 Liturgical Community
50+

100+

Lectors

Eucharistic
Ministers

40+

50+

Altar Servers

Musicians

 Parish Generosity
$1,260,000

$800,000+

Raised by St. Martin of Tours for the Diocese
of San Jose “Rooted in Faith” Campaign (see page 5)

Given by Parishioners Each Year to Support
Parish Operating Costs
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Parish Refurbishment Projects
To deliver the Lord’s message well into our second century, we are excited to embark on a $2.5
million capital campaign for renewal, revitalization, and modernization of our church’s facilities,
because even the smallest refurbishment project offers the opportunity to improve the liturgical
experience and enhance parish life.
LITURGICAL
ENHANCEMENTS
§

Remodel and renovate the
Sanctuary to improve
visibility and accessibility

§

Renovate and open up the
baptismal font area

ADA AND CODE
COMPLIANCE
§

Install handrails and
accessible water fountains

§

Replace doors with
windowed doors for
improved safety

ROOFING AND FLOOR
REPAIRS
§

Re-roof various sections of
the church and gym

§

Renovate the gym floor,
which is used extensively
by the school and parish
groups

RENOVATED BATHROOMS
§

Renovate bathrooms in the
gym to benefit all parish
groups

§

Additional bathroom
updates to the rectory

REMODELED RECTORY
§

“Lord, if your people still
have need of my services, I
will not avoid the toil. Your
will be done… I will do the
work you entrust to me.”

§

Updates to the 50-year-old
rectory building, many
aspects of which have not
been renovated since
construction
Remodel kitchen and
enlarge dining room for
gatherings
ENHANCED SECURITY

—Saint Martin of Tours
§

§

Install security cameras
and lighting throughout the
campus
Re-key the campus

AESTHETIC
IMPROVEMENTS
§

Replace frayed and stained
carpet in the church for
more efficient upkeep

§

A fresh coat of paint for the
church and interiors, as
well as the exterior of all
buildings

IMPROVED STORAGE FOR
MINISTRIES
§

Additional storage for the
church, gym and rectory for
use by parish groups

IMPROVED AIR FLOW AND VENTILATION
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§

Install a Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system
in the gym and disposal of old heaters

§

Improved ventilation in the school

§

Add the chapel to the main church heating system

A Renovation for the House of God
The church is the heart and soul of the parish community, with thousands of devoted parishioners
flocking to our house of God for almost 1,000 services a year. To reflect the warm and welcoming
community that makes us a parish, we will undertake a number of projects to brighten and open
up the church, making it an even more inclusive and cherished space for worship, prayer, and
community.
In addition, this 50-year-old church building is in need of other maintenance and upgrades to the
interior and exterior to ensure the safety and comfort of our congregation.

NEED	
  

DESCRIPTION	
  

Liturgical Renovations	
  

• Renovate the main and side entryways to provide
an open and welcoming space
• Renovate the baptismal font and surrounding area
for a more visible and inclusive experience
• Open chapel to the rest of the church

Safety and Code Upgrades	
  

• Replace sidewalk and level pavement

Aesthetic Improvements

• Replace flooring
• Repaint the church interior and exterior

Maintenance

• Add chapel to central heating system
• Replace flat roof	
  
• Repair water damage and siding

	
  

ESTIMATED COST

$250,000

$56,000
$175,000

$60,000
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Renovations to the Rectory

As our late Holy Father, Blessed John Paul II, said, “Without the Eucharist there is no Church, and without
the Priest there is no Eucharist.” With us during times of sorrow and celebration, ministering to us through
the Sacraments, these special men are called by the Holy Spirit to devote their lives to priestly service.
As parishioners, we are called to support our priests as they have done so for us so many times. Updating
the fifty-year old rectory is a long-awaited and much needed project.

NEED	
  

DESCRIPTION	
  

Functional Renovations	
  

• Renovate the kitchen to provide a more modern
and comfortable space
• Replace and repair windows, floors, doors
• Add a half bathroom for rectory visitors
• Create a split entryway to provide more privacy for
priests’ living areas
• Expand the dining room to allow for larger
gatherings	
  

Aesthetic Improvements

• Redo gable entryway to match gym	
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ESTIMATED COST

$288,000

$31,500

Enhancing the Learning Environment
St. Martin of Tours School delivers education and formation for the next generation of the Body of
Christ. A key piece of the school’s long-range facilities plan is to maintain a bright and welcoming
learning environment.
While annual fundraising efforts support smaller-scale repairs around the school, the capital
campaign will address some larger-scale, necessary upgrades to this nearly 50-year old building.
By proactively addressing these projects, we will provide an even more conducive learning and
teaching environment for our Bengals.

NEED	
  

DESCRIPTION	
  

ESTIMATED COST

Functional Renovations	
  

• Install fans throughout upper and lower school to
improve air circulation	
  

$18,800

Maintenance
	
  

• Conduct a complete electrical service upgrade to
accommodate recent enhancements in technology
and facilities
• Replace flooring in lower school hallway and
classrooms	
  

$175,000
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A 21st Century Gymnasium
As with the church, the gym serves as a gathering place for the Parish’s multi-generational
community. In addition to school plays, assemblies, dances and sporting events, the gym hosts
the parish’s many groups, including the Italian Catholic Federation, the Men’s and Women’s
Clubs, Boy Scouts, sports leagues, Saturday morning adult basketball, and larger events such as
the Crab Feed and the Celebration of Life.

NEED	
  

DESCRIPTION	
  

ESTIMATED COST

Functional Renovations	
  

• Conduct a total renovation of the bathrooms
• Replace and improve lighting
• Resurface and reseal uneven gym floor
• Install closet in the Music Room for improved
storage	
  

$400,000

Safety and Code Upgrades	
  

• Install ADA approved water fountains and
handrails	
  

$15,700

Aesthetic Improvements

• Repaint the interior
• Replace curtains, tables, chairs, and scoreboard

$18,800

Maintenance
	
  

• Install a building-wide, consolidated Heating,
Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system
• Conduct a complete electrical service upgrade
• Replace the roof
• Replace and repair various kitchen elements	
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$480,000

Community Building and Campus

Home to our ministries and faith formation, the Community Building provides a place for fellowship and
stewardship for our parishioners. It is also in need of enhanced access and exterior maintenance.
Furthermore, the parish campus creates a space that is welcoming, nurturing and uplifting. Beyond the
buildings, the proposed capital renovation plans include other areas that will need care to ensure the
parish facilities provide this warm, safe environment for all who participate in parish life.

NEED	
  

DESCRIPTION	
  

ESTIMATED COST

Functional Renovations	
  

• Replace all thermostats	
  

$2,500

Safety and Code Upgrades	
  

• Install security cameras
• Trim and thin trees throughout the campus	
  

Aesthetic Improvements

• Repaint the exterior of all buildings and interior of
the Community Building
• Remove exposed and extraneous cabling
• Improve landscaping for Mary’s Garden	
  

$157,500

Maintenance

• Regrade and repave parking lot
• Repair and clean all gutters, downspouts and
HVAC ducts

$300,000

$50,000
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A Roadmap for Our Future Generations
These projects are the parish’s most important improvements and critical initiatives. They will
improve the safety and comfort of our parish today.
Like the wise builder Matthew describes below, however, we must also keep in mind the
necessary efforts to ensure the parish has the solid foundation to not only survive, but to flourish
well into our second century, reflecting the dynamic Silicon Valley community in which we live.
All of the funds raised through this campaign will go directly towards these parish projects. If the
parish is able to exceed its $2.5 million goal for critical improvements, we will look even farther
into the future. Any additional funds raised over our goal will allow us to address additional
modernizations identified by the Parish Building Committee, which may include:
• Further updates to the Community Building,
• Reconfiguring the school hallway between the office and lower school to add a conference
room and increase the efficiency and usage of space
• Additional bleacher seating in the gym
• Further considerations for storage and aesthetic improvements throughout the campus

Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his
house on the rock. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it
did not fall because it had its foundation on the rock.
Matthew 7:24-25
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Our Calling as Parish
It is our responsibility today to build the future of St. Martin’s faithful, and renovating our
facilities will generously provide for our vibrant and growing community. The Renewing Our Faith
Campaign will allow every single member of our community to strengthen his or her participation
in Masses for the exaltation of Christ.
Our goal to raise $2.5 million can be reached and potentially exceeded with the financial
participation of every parish family. We are all expected to participate in building God’s kingdom
here on earth. It cannot be left to just a few.
The Campaign seeks pledges over a three to five year period. The Campaign’s pledge
redemption plans afford great flexibility, and gifts and pledges may be made in a number of
ways. Pledges and outright gifts may be made by check, stock, electronic funds transfer or by
credit card.
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 Pledges
We ask for your generous support toward our campaign by making a prayerful and sacrificial
commitment over a three- to five-year period to help us reach our $2.5 million goal. Pledges are
written statements of intent made in good faith and best allow our parish to plan for expenditures
related to renovation.

 Securities
Gifts of appreciated securities (stock) can offer significant tax benefits to you, the donor, by
eliminating or reducing capital gains. Please consult your tax advisor.

 Matching Gifts
If your company has a matching gift program, you may be able to enhance the impact of your gift
by requesting a matching gift form from your company and including it with your pledge.

 Planned Gifts
Have you included St. Martin of Tours in your Will? If not, you could be ignoring a significant gift to
your spiritual home. St. Martin of Tours can help you include the parish in your will. Please call us
at 408-294-8953, and ask for the Bookkeeper to begin the process.
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Our Request
We now take this very important step of
approaching you, our congregation, to seek
your support in this project. Recognizing
that all of our treasures are gifts from God,
we are asked in the Gospel to give back
part of the gifts in thanksgiving for God’s
generosity and goodness to us.
Our hope is that you will join us, through a
gift of significance, to complete our shared
dream of revitalizing our house of worship
to better meet the needs of our spiritual
community.
Moreover, gifts to the campaign are an
opportunity to share the wonder and love of
our faith with our children, grandchildren,
friends, neighbors, and future generations
we have yet to encounter.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration
of this important request.

Sample Five-Year Pledge Fulfillment Schedule
Gift Amount

Annually

Monthly

Daily Sacrifice

$100,000

$20,000

$1,667

$54.79

$50,000

$10,000

$800

$27.40

$25,000

$5,000

$417

$13.70

$12,000

$2,400

$200

$6.58

$6,000

$1,200

$100

$3.29
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Our Campaign Prayer
Loving Father,
We praise and thank you for the gift of our parish family and for all the graces we receive
through your Son, Jesus Christ, who sacrificed his life that we might live eternally.
Help us to be good stewards of your Kingdom. Guide us through our Capital Campaign. Help us
to give the best of us, to build a place where we worship you, serve one another, and increase
our faith to believe that all things are possible for those who place their trust in You.

Parish Mission Statement
St. Martin of Tours Parish is a Roman Catholic Community of baptized Christians who recognize the
presence of Jesus Christ in us all through our gift of faith.
We join together in worshipping God, to support and affirm each other and to spread the Good News of
salvation by sharing our talents and ourselves in Liturgy, Service, and Witness, through an openness with
the Holy Sprit, in order to bring about the Kingdom of God on earth.

200 O’Connor Drive
San Jose, CA 95128
stmartin.org

