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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastor’s Note
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR LENT
2015“Make your hearts firm” (Jas 5:8)
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Lent is a time of renewal for the whole Church, for each communities and every believer. Above all it is a “time of grace” (2
Cor 6:2). God does not ask of us anything that he himself has
not first given us. “We love because he first has loved us” (1 Jn
4:19). He is not aloof from us. Each one of us has a place in his
heart. He knows us by name, he cares for us and he seeks us
out whenever we turn away from him. He is interested in each
of us; his love does not allow him to be indifferent to what
happens to us. Usually, when we are healthy and comfortable, we forget about others (something God the Father
never does): we are unconcerned with their problems, their
sufferings and the injustices they endure… Our heart grows
cold. As long as I am relatively healthy and comfortable, I
don’t think about those less well off. Today, this selfish attitude
of indifference has taken on global proportions, to the extent
that we can speak of a globalization of indifference. It is a
problem which we, as Christians, need to confront.
When the people of God are converted to his love, they find
answers to the questions that history continually raises. One of
the most urgent challenges which I would like to address in this
Message is precisely the globalization of indifference.
Indifference to our neighbor and to God also represents a real
temptation for us Christians. Each year during Lent we need to
hear once more the voice of the prophets who cry out and
trouble our conscience.
God is not indifferent to our world; he so loves it that he gave
his Son for our salvation. In the Incarnation, in the earthly life,
death, and resurrection of the Son of God, the gate between
God and man, between heaven and earth, opens once for
all. The Church is like the hand holding open this gate, thanks
to her proclamation of God’s word, her celebration of the
sacraments and her witness of the faith which works through
love (cf. Gal 5:6). But the world tends to withdraw into itself
and shut that door through which God comes into the world
and the world comes to him. Hence the hand, which is the
Church, must never be surprised if it is rejected, crushed and
wounded.
God’s people, then, need this interior renewal, lest we become indifferent and withdraw into ourselves. To further this
renewal, I would like to propose for our reflection three biblical
texts.
1. “If one member suffers, all suffer together” (1 Cor 12:26) –
The Church
The love of God breaks through that fatal withdrawal into
ourselves which is indifference. The Church offers us this love of
God by her teaching and especially by her witness. But we
can only bear witness to what we ourselves have experienced. Christians are those who let God clothe them with
goodness and mercy, with Christ, so as to become, like Christ,
servants of God and others. This is clearly seen in the liturgy of
Holy Thursday, with its rite of the washing of feet. Peter did not
want Jesus to wash his feet, but he came to realize that Jesus
does not wish to be just an example of how we should wash
one another’s feet. Only those who have first allowed Jesus to
wash their own feet can then offer this service to others. Only
they have “a part” with him (Jn 13:8) and thus can serve others.
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Lent is a favorable time for letting Christ serve us so that we in turn
may become more like him. This happens whenever we hear the
word of God and receive the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. There we become what we receive: the Body of Christ. In this
body there is no room for the indifference which so often seems
to possess our hearts. For whoever is of Christ, belongs to one
body, and in him we cannot be indifferent to one another. “If
one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is honored,
all the parts share its joy” (1 Cor 12:26).
The Church is the communio sanctorum not only because of her
saints, but also because she is a communion in holy things: the
love of God revealed to us in Christ and all his gifts. Among these
gifts there is also the response of those who let themselves be
touched by this love. In this communion of saints, in this sharing in
holy things, no one possesses anything alone, but shares everything with others. And since we are united in God, we can do
something for those who are far distant, those whom we could
never reach on our own, because with them and for them, we
ask God that all of us may be open to his plan of salvation.
2. “Where is your brother?” (Gen 4:9) – Parishes and Communities
All that we have been saying about the universal Church must
now be applied to the life of our parishes and communities. Do
these ecclesial structures enable us to experience being part of
one body? A body which receives and shares what God wishes
to give? A body which acknowledges and cares for its weakest,
poorest and most insignificant members? Or do we take refuge in
a universal love that would embrace the whole world, while failing to see the Lazarus sitting before our closed doors (Lk 16:1931)?
In order to receive what God gives us and to make it bear abundant fruit, we need to press beyond the boundaries of the visible
Church in two ways.
In the first place, by uniting ourselves in prayer with the Church in
heaven. The prayers of the Church on earth establish a communion of mutual service and goodness which reaches up into the
sight of God. Together with the saints who have found their fulfilment in God, we form part of that communion in which indifference is conquered by love. The Church in heaven is not triumphant because she has turned her back on the sufferings of the
world and rejoices in splendid isolation. Rather, the saints already
joyfully contemplate the fact that, through Jesus’ death and resurrection, they have triumphed once and for all over indifference,
hardness of heart and hatred. Until this victory of love penetrates
the whole world, the saints continue to accompany us on our
pilgrim way. Saint Therese of Lisieux, a Doctor of the Church, expressed her conviction that the joy in heaven for the victory of
crucified love remains incomplete as long as there is still a single
man or woman on earth who suffers and cries out in pain: “I trust
fully that I shall not remain idle in heaven; my desire is to continue
to work for the Church and for souls” (Letter 254, July 14, 1897).
We share in the merits and joy of the saints, even as they share in
our struggles and our longing for peace and reconciliation. Their
joy in the victory of the Risen Christ gives us strength as we strive
to overcome our indifference and hardness of heart.
In the second place, every Christian community is called to go
out of itself and to be engaged in the life of the greater society of
which it is a part, especially with the poor and those who are far
away. The Church is missionary by her very nature; she is not selfenclosed but sent out to every nation and people.
Her mission is to bear patient witness to the One who desires to
draw all creation and every man and woman to the Father. Her
mission is to bring to all a love which cannot remain silent. The
Church follows Jesus Christ along the paths that lead to every
man and woman, to the very ends of the earth (cf. Acts 1:8). In

each of our neighbours, then, we must see a brother or sister for
whom Christ died and rose again. What we ourselves have received, we have received for them as well. Similarly, all that our
brothers and sisters possess is a gift for the Church and for all humanity.
Dear brothers and sisters, how greatly I desire that all those places
where the Church is present, especially our parishes and our
communities, may become islands of mercy in the midst of the
sea of indifference!

Calendar of Events
2/16
2/18

3. “Make your hearts firm!” (James 5:8) – Individual Christians
As individuals too, we have are tempted by indifference. Flooded
with news reports and troubling images of human suffering, we
often feel our complete inability to help. What can we do to
avoid being caught up in this spiral of distress and powerlessness?
First, we can pray in communion with the Church on earth and in
heaven. Let us not underestimate the power of so many voices
united in prayer! The 24 Hours for the Lord initiative, which I hope
will be observed on 13-14 March throughout the Church, also at
the diocesan level, is meant to be a sign of this need for prayer.
Second, we can help by acts of charity, reaching out to both
those near and far through the Church’s many charitable organizations. Lent is a favorable time for showing this concern for others by small yet concrete signs of our belonging to the one human family.
Third, the suffering of others is a call to conversion, since their
need reminds me of the uncertainty of my own life and my dependence on God and my brothers and sisters. If we humbly implore God’s grace and accept our own limitations, we will trust in
the infinite possibilities which God’s love holds out to us. We will
also be able to resist the diabolical temptation of thinking that by
our own efforts we can save the world and ourselves.
As a way of overcoming indifference and our pretensions to selfsufficiency, I would invite everyone to live this Lent as an opportunity for engaging in what Benedict XVI called a formation of the
heart (cf. Deus Caritas Est, 31). A merciful heart does not mean a
weak heart. Anyone who wishes to be merciful must have a
strong and steadfast heart, closed to the tempter but open to
God. A heart which lets itself be pierced by the Spirit so as to
bring love along the roads that lead to our brothers and sisters.
And, ultimately, a poor heart, one which realizes its own poverty
and gives itself freely for others.
During this Lent, then, brothers and sisters, let us all ask the Lord:
“Fac cor nostrum secundum cor tuum”: Make our hearts like yours
(Litany of the Sacred Heart of Jesus). In this way we will receive a
heart which is firm and merciful, attentive and generous, a heart
which is not closed, indifferent or prey to the globalization of indifference.
It is my prayerful hope that this Lent will prove spiritually fruitful for
each believer and every ecclesial community. I ask all of you to
pray for me. May the Lord bless you and Our Lady keep you.

Weekly Report
YTD

Parish Office Closed—Presidents Day
Ash Wednesday
Food Box Packing –7PM Gym

2/20

2/24

REVS vs. SEMS Basketball Challenge 7-9PM
Leavey Center –Santa Clara University
St. Martin Women's Book Group will meet
at 7:15PM to discuss "Delicious! A Novel"
by Ruth Reichl

Welcome! Our doors are open and
the light is on.
“The Light is On for You”
is an initiative of the Diocese of San Jose where all
Catholic Churches in Santa
Clara County will be open for the Sacrament of
Reconciliation on Wednesday evenings throughout
Lent from 6 – 8 p.m.
In addition, St. Martin’s Parish is offering the following opportunities for
Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation during
Lent
Wednesday, March 18 at 7 p.m., Communal
Reconciliation Service in the Church
All other Wednesdays, from 6 – 8 p.m., individual confessions in the Parish Office
Every Friday evening, following the Stations of the
Cross (which begin at 7 p.m.)
Every Saturday (except April 4) at 3:30 p.m., individual confessions in the Church

Guadalupe Hope Society

-Pope FRANCIS

Collections for 2/1/2015

Food Box Sorting –7PM Meeting Room
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Thank you for your continued support!

Whether you eat or drink,
or whatever you do,
do everything for the glory of God.
— 1 Corinthians 10:31

Guadalupe

Hope Society, a pro-life pregnancy center on the
Alameda, San Jose invites you to its fundraiser on
February 26, at 6:30PM at Villa Ragusa in Campbell.
Speakers are Claire Culwell, abortion survivor and
Joe Schiedler, national director of Pro-Life Action
League.
Ticket cost is $30. To purchase please call 408-6093373 or email hrichard@ghwcenter.org For more
info, visit : www.guadalupehope4sj.com

The Ladies Guild (evening event) will meet

on Tuesday March 3rd in the Community Building
at 7.30. We will have a motivational speaker for
this event, she will speak at 8pm sharp. Our expertise may be needed on envelope stuffing for the
fashion show while we listen and sip refreshments.
Please save the date for the Fashion Show which
will take place on Aril 28th at Noon. Any questions
please call Therese Lehane (408) 289 9617.

February 14—February 27
Saturday

5:00 Henry Ford†

Sunday

7:00 St. Martin of Tours Parishioners
8:30 Marguerite Silverthorn†
10:00 Rena Vallorz†
11:30 Alejandro Arabe Jr.†

Parish Theater—Due to

renovations on the

Gym we are unable to host this years event.

Married Couples:

The second Sunday in
February is “World Marriage Day”. It is being celebrated in all 50 states of our country, under the
sponsorship of Worldwide Marriage Encounter. Children learn love, security, permanence
and stability from parents who love each
other. Register for an upcoming Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend and see what a positive
effect it has on your whole family.
Married Couples: Valentine’s Day Gift Idea! Surprise your spouse with the gift of a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend - a weekend full of fresh
love, rebirth and new beginnings! The next weekend in the San Jose Diocese is Feb 27 - Mar 1 in
Mountain View. For more information or to register,
please visit our website at: www.sanjosewwme.org
or contact Ken & Claranne Schirle at (408) 7821413 or applications@sanjosewwme.org.

Join Bishop Patrick McGrath for a Mass for
the Sanctity of Human Life
Tuesday, February 17th 7:30pm at
St. Victor Church, 3108 Sierra Rd., San Jose.
Join Bishop McGrath for a potluck reception after
Mass.
24 Hr. Adoration 8:30am Feb. 10th-11th St. Leo
Chapel, 88 Race Street, San Jose
Procession for Life 9 am (after 8am mass) Feb. 18th
St. Leo Church, 88 Race Street, San Jose
Our goal is to change hearts, to end abortion and
to help pregnant moms choose life through motherhood or adoption. Daily prayer vigils to end abortion from 8am to 7pm each day from February 18thMarch 29h at 1691 the Alameda, San Jose.

6:00 Lara Capa†
Monday

8:00 Souls in Purgatory†

Tuesday

8:00 Respect for Life

Wednesday

8:10 Alicia Sakata†
12:10 Marcy Thompson†
7:00 Sandy Nagel

Thursday

8:00 Justin Semana†

Friday

8:00 Nancy Bovchard†

Saturday

8:00 Joseph Deely†

Treasures From Our Tradition Lent, the

Church’s annual pre‑baptismal retreat, prepares us
to gather around the Easter font, renew our baptismal vows, and receive new life from the water as
the elect are plunged into Christ’s death and resurrection. This core meaning is more or less available,
depending on whether we journey with catechumens in the parish and on the vigor of our liturgical
celebration of the Triduum. Some persist in seeing
Lent as a lonely journey in the wilderness; yet this
week we enter the Lenten fast in solidarity with one
another. The smudged foreheads you will spy
throughout Ash Wednesday on buses, street corners,
and supermarket aisles remind you that you are
hardly alone in your desire to enact a spring cleaning regime for your spiritual life.
Long ago, this kind of repentance was available to
Christians only once. Ashes and sackcloth were not
raiment for a day, but permanent habits for public
sinners. Fasting became a way of life, and if they
sinned severely again, there was no hope of restored communion. Happily, this system did not endure. It produced reluctant Christians who even
held back from baptism, like St. Augustine did, out of
fear. Today we have recovered an ancient tradition
that conversion and repentance are constant
themes on life’s journey, and that Lent is an annual
opportunity to revive our baptismal identity, both as
individuals and communities.

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

“The environment is God's gift to everyone, and in our use
of it we have a responsibility towards the poor, towards
future generations and towards humanity as a whole."
-Pope Benedict XVI, Caritas in Veritate
As we begin the first week of Lent, let's continue to reflect
on how we can live more simply and how simplifying our
lives can protect our environment and demonstrate our
respect for God's creation. Reducing the amount of carbon that we produce demonstrates that appreciation for
God's creation.
Prayer
God of all, let us trust in a resurrection of will to restore your
creation. And grant us your vision of creation transformed.
Lead us to let go of those behaviors that would keep us
from imagining such a renewal. Give us the desire to work
with others who understand that faith in you demands
working for healing for your creation. Amen

Scripture Readings for NEXT Week

Sunday, February 22, 2015
First Sunday of Lent
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel Reading:

Genesis 9: 8-15
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1: 12-15

What does it mean to you personally to
“repent and believe in the Gospel?

What is CRS Rice Bowl?
CRS Rice Bowl is Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten
faith-in-action program for parishes, schools and
families. The program invites Catholics to live in solidarity with our poorest and most vulnerable brothers and sisters through the three Lenten pillars of
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.
The Rice Bowl attached to today’s bulletin has a
calendar inside, with daily reflections, stories of
people in the developing world, and meatless recipes from Tanzania, Nicaragua, Niger, Lebanon and
the Democratic Republic of Congo. There is also an
envelope into which you can combine all of your
small sacrifices during Lent into one donation at the
end of Lent. For additional videos, prayers, activities
and much more, go to www.crsricebowl.org
Looking for a new way to bring Lent to life? There’s
an app for that! Scan the QR code on the bottom of your rice bowl or visit www.crsricebowl.org/
app to get a free app for iPhone and Android devices. Get daily reflections, meatless recipes, and
track your Lenten sacrifices.

LENT
Ash Wednesday Masses

Our
Ash Wednesday masses on February 18
will be at 8:10 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7:00
p.m. All are welcome to receive ashes
at all these masses.

Stations of the Cross – every Friday during

Lent, from February 20 – March 27 at 7:00 p.m. in
the church. Each week’s stations will led by various parish groups and musicians. There will be opportunities for confessions after the Stations each
week.

RCIA : Rite of Election: Do you

know what it is? Next week on Sunday, February 22, our Catechumens will
celebrate the Rite of Election
with Bishop McGrath at the Cathedral.
This beautiful Rite tells us that God has
called these individuals in love, and by name to become fully initiated members of the community.
You can be a part of this wonderful experience at
the 11:30 Mass that morning as the community of St.
Martin’s acts as witness to their enrollment in the
Book of the Elect and sends them forth to the cathedral with our love and prayers.
This is one of our most meaningful Rites, made all
the more so by your presence! Come and celebrate with the newest members of your Catholic
family!
RCIA meets each Thursday evening at 7 PM

Adult Confirmation! This process is for

those who are: over 16 years of age; no longer in
High school; baptized and receiving Eucharist. Sessions begin on Wednesday evening, February 25,
and end on Wednesday May 20th. The Confirmation Rite will be celebrated by the Bishop on Pentecost Sunday, May 24th at St. Joseph’s Cathedral Basilica in downtown San Jose.
Sessions are from 7 to 9 PM.
Register by e mailing Joy at jaea@aol.com

Something to think about……
This week Our Lenten Season begins with our celebration of Ash Wednesday. Receiving ashes on our
foreheads is a good reminder that lent is a time set
apart from “normal” time.
It is a time of preparation for Easter, and as such is
a time unlike the rest of the year. What can YOU
do this Lent to make this time meaningful and sacred?

Come Sail Away on a 7-night
Catholic Exotic Cruise.
Prices begin at $1045 per couple which includes all port fees and
taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary offered. We have a Priest onboard
almost every weekly departure with Holland America Cruise Line.
Deposit of only $100 per person will reserve your cabin.
Space is limited.
Thanks and God Bless,
Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785

ADVERTISING
He who has a thing to sell
and goes and whispers in a
well, is not so apt to get the
dollars as he who climbs a tree
and hollers.
Diane Leland REALTOR®/DRE# 01908353
Serving you with
integrity and commitment...
Cell: 408.218.8625

an Official
Travel Agency
of AOS-USA

PROTECTING SENIORS
NATIONWIDE
PUSH

TALK
...................

24/7 HELP
...................

$19.95*/Mo. +
1 FREE MONTH

DianeL@legacyrea.com

➢ No Long-Term Contracts
➢ Price Guarantee
➢ American Made

“Thank You Ad” and Present It
✂ThePleaseNextCutTimeOutYouThisPatronize
One of Our Advertisers

TOLL FREE:
1-877-801-8608

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

*First Three Months
519926 St Martin of Tours Church (B)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Cosmetic &
Family Dentistry

“I am so impressed with her
knowledge and
willingness to help.”

Alan L. Frame, D.D.S.
St. Martin’s
Grad ’84

★★★★★

Bellarmine
Grad ’88
Santa Clara
University ’92

DERMATOLOGY & MOHS SURGERY

(408) 244-3562
1171 Homestead Rd. #214
Santa Clara (University Plaza)
Hablamos Español

408-418-8780
123 Di Salvo Avenue, Suite A, San Jose, CA
www.JenniferBaronMD.com

SAN JOSE
500 S. Winchester Blvd.

408-984-4767
sanjose.belmontvillage.com
©2015 Belmont Village, L.P. RCFE License 435202350

Saint Margaret Sunday Missal

Paluch Partners - a simple way for you to partner
with service providers who support your parish
through their sponsorship of the parish bulletin.
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Designed to be

Easily access your parish’s latest bulletin
and all the sponsors who advertise.
Their contribution allows parish bulletin
communication to be free of charge
for your parish. Support them by taking
advantage of the services they provide.

Readings • Reflections • Prayers
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE.

www.PALUCHPARTNERS.com
Following Jesus Every Day:
GOSPEL MEDITATIONS FOR DAILY LIVING
Ninety days’ worth of Gospel verses and reflections including
a meditation, a prayer, a simple activity for the day and
a related verse from the Old Testament. Ideal for Lent
and Eastertime, or for any time of year!

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/13182.htm

$39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

www.jspaluch.com

email: caracappad@jspaluch.com

Call Dennis Caracappa
800.231.0805
Sales * Appraisals
Management

ROSE GARDEN
AUTO CARE

Patrick Crema

Smog • Oil Change
Tune Up • Batteries • Tires
Electrical

(class of ’84)

(408) 244-3100

590-B Coleman Avenue
San Jose, CA 95110
408-283-9560

920 S. Winchester Blvd.
San Jose, CA 95128

Richard J. Ravizza, Jr. DDS
Family Dentistry
Se Habla Español
1795 Park Avenue, San Jose
519926 St Martin of Tours Church (A)

286-0617
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Ministry for Children
Nursery While the Church is under construction the Nursery Program will NOT be in session. This space has been converted to the Chapel used for weekday Mass. We will
resume use of the Nursery when the Church is available for daily use. If you have any
questions please contact the Parish Office.
Children/Family Mass Children/Family Masses are the first Sunday of the month. If your
child/teen would like to help at Mass as a: reader, altar server, usher, greeter, or singer
email lshepherd@stmartin.org

Presented by the Saint Martin of Tours
Peace and Justice Commission, the Diocese of San Jose— Office of Social Ministries, and the Silicon Valley Interreligious
Council

