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Fourth Sunday in Lent

March 15, 2015

Pastor’s Note
“Is Confession still on?”
A few years ago, someone asked me that question,
thinking that Confession and other practices no
longer exist in the Catholic Church.
The truth is that we still go to confession and priests
still hear confessions everywhere. But it is also true
that many Catholics no longer confess. The reasons
for this are many; I believe that the main reason is a
misunderstanding of the true nature of confession.
Some believe that confession is telling a priest what
we have done wrong, but confession is a lot more
than that: it is an admission within ourselves that we
have done something wrong.
Sometimes we do not understand our need for confession and an experience of the mercy of God.
Pope Francis has encouraged us all to go to confession and be reconciled with God. The need for confession is born of our human nature; we are not perfect, we sin and we need the help of others. We
need to look to ourselves and see how we can become better persons, more faithful to our Baptism.
One of the reasons many people stopped going to
confession is their understanding of conscience, and
how important our conscience is related to the
things we do. Our moral acts are determined by our
conscience, but even then we need to remedy that
which before the Lord we know is wrong.
We know that to face that side of us is not easy. But
we cannot convince ourselves that we do not fail,
that we do not sin, that we are perfect, and we
know that we are not.
In one of the letters of Saint John, we read: “If we
say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves
and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that
we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His
word is not in us” (1 Jn 1:8-10). Commenting on this,
Pope Francis said that we are “a liar or blind,” because we do not see ourselves acting contrary to
the Gospel.
The key to confession is to understand the great
mercy of God, and God’s immeasurable love, that
that he gave His only Son that we may live. Through
confession, we understand that we are not perfect
but also that through the mercy of God we can be
transformed by the Lord’s grace.
The answer to the first question is this: Yes, Confession

March 14—March 21
Saturday

5:00 Moreno Maionchi †

Sunday

7:00 Ann Shehan†
8:30 Rita & Stan Tanner†
10:00 Debi Gould
11:30 Nancy Petras
6:00 St. Martin Parishioners

Monday

8:00 Lena Walint†

Tuesday

8:00 Diane Borella

Wednesday

8:00 Souls in Purgatory†

Thursday

8:00 Rosalia Bommarito†

Friday

8:00 Beatrice Drauillard†

Saturday

8:00 Respect for Life

is still on! and… “Do not be afraid of Confession!”
exclaimed Pope Francis. “One who is in line to confess himself feels all these things - even shame - but
then, when he finishes confessing, he leaves free,
great, beautiful, forgiven, [...] happy. And this is the
beauty of Confession.”
You are welcome to experience the mercy of God
in our Parish Reconciliation Liturgy on Wednesday,
March 18th @ 7:00 PM, here at St. Martin’s.
- Fr. Sergio

St. Vincent De Paul ….. You can help your St. Vincent De Paul Society by donating your old
car, RV or boat...working or not. Call 1800-322-8284 and please tell the operator
you are from St. Martin of Tours.

Young Adult Lenten Discussion Night. Wed,

March 18th in the Community Building. Fellowship
begins at 7:30pm, with Speaker & Discussion from
8-9pm (after Parish Reconciliation). Topic for discussion is "Fasting, Why Should We Do It?" and will be
led by Father Abe.

WELCOME DINNER
The date of the Welcome Dinner has been
changed from March 28 to April 11. For more information please contact Therese Lehane at
408-289-9617.

Weekly Report

Calendar of Events

Collections for 3/8/2015
YTD

6,919
526,370

Catholic Relief Services

3/16

Food Box Sorting 6:30 PM- Meeting Room

3/20

Food Box Packing 6:30 PM- GYM

1,951

Please mark checks for “Capital Campaign” in
the memo section of your check.
Thank you for your continued support!

5th Annual St. Patrick’s Dinner
Celebration Hosted by St. Martin of Tours

Lenten Series

7:00 to 8:30 PM Thursdays in the Community Building:
March 15: Nonviolent Communication
March 26: Global Nonviolence and Soup Potluck
Contact Donna O’Connell at
wocdoc@sbcglobal.net

Boy Scout Troop 390 & Venture Crew 697

Saturday, March 21, 2015
St. Martin of Tours Gym
6:00-9:00pm ~ Doors open at 5:45pm
$25 per person ($30 at the door)
$15 for children under 12—FREE for children under 5
Tables for 10 can be purchased for $225.00

Traditional Irish Dinner & Program

Corned beef, Cabbage, Homemade Irish Soda Bread & Dessert
Authentic Irish Band, Irish Dancers, Irish Games,
Irish Dancing Lessons & Silent Auction Baskets
Plus photo opportunities with a Leprechaun!
Tickets on sale after March Masses. Tickets can also be purchased in advance from Sandy Heneghan (408.879.8921) or
Deborah Newcomb (408.910.9670)

Welcome! Our doors are open and
the light is on.
“The Light is On for You” is an initiative of the
Diocese of San Jose
where all Catholic
Churches in Santa Clara
County will be open for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation on Wednesday evenings throughout Lent from 6 – 8 p.m.
At St. Martin’s Parish, we are offering the following
opportunities for Celebrating the Sacrament of
Reconciliation during Lent
Wednesday, March 18 at 7 p.m., Communal
Reconciliation Service in the Church
All other Wednesdays, from 6 – 8 p.m., individual confessions in the Parish Office
Every Friday evening, following the Stations of the
Cross (which begin at 7 p.m.)
Every Saturday (except April 4) at 3:30 p.m., individual confessions in the Church

Treasures From Our Tradition

With
the dissipation of the catechumenate’s energy
since almost everyone was born into the Church,
Lent began to be seen more as a preparation to
follow the Passion of Christ with devotion. In the city
of Rome, creative spirits settled on “stational
churches” as a way of keeping the energy flowing.
Everyone would be directed to a certain “station”
each day, and the name of that church provided a
theme for the liturgy. So, for example, on certain
Saturdays in Lent, everything centered on the
church of St. Vitale. Now, this poor fellow had been
thrown into a hole and covered in stones at his martyrdom, so the readings recalled Joseph thrown
down the well by his brothers, and the wicked servants killing the son of the owner of the vineyard.
Gradually, travelers to Rome noted the celebration
and worked it into liturgical schedules back home.
Eventually, calendars everywhere bore the curious
footnote on a Lenten Saturday: “Station S. Vitale.”
This served the priority of getting ready to hear the
Passion fairly well, but was hardly satisfactory for
Lent’s baptismal character. Now, at last, our liturgy
is reorganized to serve the deepest level of our tradition exceedingly well. Lent, once again, is all
about baptism.

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICE
On Wednesday, March 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the
church, we will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation as a community. All are welcome to join us for
this beautiful sacrament of God’s
love and forgiveness. For more information, see the flyer in the entryways.
Stations of the Cross will be this Friday, March 22,
at 7:00 p.m. in the church.

Would your children or your family
like to participate in our Easter
Sunday liturgies?
If your family would like to participate
by setting the altar cloth, bringing up
the gifts, reading a petition, etc.,
then please fill out a yellow participation form, located in the entryways
and return it to the school, church or
parish office on or before March 23rd.
You will receive confirmation of your participation
before the rehearsal times.

THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED US
DURING OUR SOJOURN IN THE GYM
We are grateful to a great number of folks who
helped us to move all of the furnishings out of the
church for construction.
Men’s Club members helped to move the hundreds of chairs out of the church into the Pods and
back in again, and attached protectors on all of
the chair legs before they came back onto our
new hardwood floors.
The Men’s Club also helped to set up and take
down platforms, chairs, etc. in the gym each
weekend, along with the Saturday morning
Men’s Basketball group and parishioners at our
6:00 p.m. Mass.
Harry Soza saw to it that the sound in the gym was
of the highest quality by attending every Mass
for 3 weekends, setting up and working the
sound board, along with the projection equipment.
In addition, we also thank all the liturgical ministers,
and especially our parishioners, for their patient
endurance during our time in the gym.
One thing that was apparent during our liturgies in
the gym was that the church is not only a building
but also, as Fr. Sergio mentioned last weekend,
that the church is the Body of Christ, the people
gathered in worship, recalling that “where two or
three are gathered in my name, there am I in their
midst.”

Something to think about….One thing we

can all do easily during these days of Lent is to learn
more about Holy Week and the beautiful rituals that
will be celebrated then.
Understanding what happens on Holy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter Vigil will certainly make our
personal celebration of Easter richer and more
meaningful.

MARRIED COUPLES – WANT TO GIVE A
GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING? Register
for the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend – it’s the best gift you’ll ever give to each other
and your marriage! The next Marriage Encounter
Weekend is: Mar 20-22, 2015 in Mountain View. Early
registration is highly recommended. For more information visit our website at: sanjosewwme.org or
contact Ken &Clarne at
applications@sanjosewwme.org or 408-782-1413

Saturday, March 28 at 8:30pm is Earth
Hour. The St. Martin’s Green Team invites you and your family to power
down for an hour and join millions
across the globe raising awareness of
climate change and our ability to
make a difference. By turning off our lights for an
hour we join in solidarity with the community of
people concerned about our planet.
Earth Hour began in 2007 as a lights-off event to
raise awareness about climate change. It has
grown to engage more than 162 countries and
territories worldwide.
Earth Hour aims to encourage an interconnected
global community to share the opportunities and
challenges of creating a sustainable world.
For us Catholics, Earth Hour falls during Lent which
is a perfect time to set aside an hour for quiet reflection and prayer.
If you use candles to light your reflection – consider
100% beeswax candles or soy candles, which are
gentler on our planet - smoke free, non-toxic and
non-allergenic. They are also made of natural
products, not petroleum-based materials.

Scripture Readings for NEXT Week
Sunday, March 22, 2015
Fifth Sunday of Lent
First Reading:
Second Reading:
Gospel Reading:

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Hebrews 5:7-9
John 12:20-33

How has your understanding of these passages deepened over time?

You are invited…A

TIME FOR YOU
A RETREAT DAY FOR CAREGIVERS
St. Mary Parish – Hofmann Center
219 Bean Avenue, Los Gatos 95030
Saturday, March 28, 2015
Time: 9:30 am – 4:30 pm
Facilitator: Rosemarie Peoples

Hospitality and lunch provided
$28. /person Register by March 25
Sponsored by Catholic Cemeteries
A Caregiver’s Retreat Day focusing upon
compassion and care for self while walking
with someone who suffers. For more info,
call 650-428-3730 x214 or cemeteryinfo@dsj.org

Religious Vocation Discernment
Retreat
Is God Calling you to be a Sister? Come and See!
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul
Religious Vocation Discernment Retreat
Single Catholic Women ages 18-40.
April 10-12, 2015
Los Altos Hills, CA
CONTACT:
Sr. Lisa Laguna, D.C. 650-949-8890 or
213-210-9903
SrLisaDC@aol.com www.DaughtersOfCharity.com

Fourth Week of Lent
HUNGERING for PEACE
Last week, we read about farmers in Niger. This
week, we journey with CRS Rice Bowl to Lebanon
to be present to a people who themselves are on
a journey. Here we meet a family of Syrian refugees, a family perhaps not so unlike our own. We
are challenged through our almsgiving this week
to reach out to those who are forced to flee their
homes and who are seeking shelter in a land of
peace.
When will the church be collecting our Rice Bowl
donations?
Next Sunday and Palm Sunday, you will see a receptacle in the church into which you may deposit your Rice Bowls and Rice Bowl envelopes.
(Additional envelopes are available in the entryways). We ask you to combine all your change in
the bowls into one check, to make it easier on
those who count the money. You may also put
them in the collection baskets on Palm Sunday,
as Lent comes to an end.

RCIA: Do you know what a Scrutiny is??

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 15, 2015
God did not send his Son into the world
to condemn the world,
but that the world might be saved
through him.
— John 3:17

A scrutiny is a Rite in which the Elect
are invited to closely examine
(scrutinize) their lives an ask themselves
how they can more closely conform
their hearts to the heart of Jesus.
As in all things, the Catechumenate was created as
a model for all faith formation, for everyone. We
also should be practicing a scrutiny of heart’s during Lent.
We invite you to join the Elect as they participate in
these three Rites: TODAY Sunday, 3/15 at the
11:30 AM Mass and Sunday, 3/ 22 at the 10:00 AM
Mass.
Please continue to pray for Jessica Zucker
and Adrian Hudack as they begin to walk the final
steps of their journey to full initiation at Easter Vigil.
If you are considering becoming Catholic, or just
have questions, please contact Joy in the Parish
Office.
RCIA meets each Thursday evening at 7 PM
Everyone in the parish is welcome!

Come Sail Away on a 7-night
Catholic Exotic Cruise.
Prices begin at $1045 per couple which includes all port fees and
taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary offered. We have a Priest onboard
almost every weekly departure with Holland America Cruise Line.
Deposit of only $100 per person will reserve your cabin.
Space is limited.
Thanks and God Bless,
Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785

ADVERTISING
He who has a thing to sell
and goes and whispers in a
well, is not so apt to get the
dollars as he who climbs a tree
and hollers.
Diane Leland REALTOR®/DRE# 01908353
Serving you with
integrity and commitment...
Cell: 408.218.8625

an Official
Travel Agency
of AOS-USA

PROTECTING SENIORS
NATIONWIDE
PUSH

TALK
...................

24/7 HELP
...................

$19.95*/Mo. +
1 FREE MONTH

DianeL@legacyrea.com

➢ No Long-Term Contracts
➢ Price Guarantee
➢ American Made

“Thank You Ad” and Present It
✂ThePleaseNextCutTimeOutYouThisPatronize
One of Our Advertisers

TOLL FREE:
1-877-801-8608

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!

*First Three Months
519926 St Martin of Tours Church (B)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Cosmetic &
Family Dentistry

“I am so impressed with her
knowledge and
willingness to help.”

Alan L. Frame, D.D.S.
St. Martin’s
Grad ’84

★★★★★

Bellarmine
Grad ’88
Santa Clara
University ’92

DERMATOLOGY & MOHS SURGERY

(408) 244-3562
1171 Homestead Rd. #214
Santa Clara (University Plaza)
Hablamos Español

408-418-8780
123 Di Salvo Avenue, Suite A, San Jose, CA
www.JenniferBaronMD.com

SAN JOSE
500 S. Winchester Blvd.

408-984-4767
sanjose.belmontvillage.com
©2015 Belmont Village, L.P. RCFE License 435202350

Saint Margaret Sunday Missal

Paluch Partners - a simple way for you to partner
with service providers who support your parish
through their sponsorship of the parish bulletin.
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Your Praye
through 2030

Designed to be

Easily access your parish’s latest bulletin
and all the sponsors who advertise.
Their contribution allows parish bulletin
communication to be free of charge
for your parish. Support them by taking
advantage of the services they provide.

Readings • Reflections • Prayers
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE.

www.PALUCHPARTNERS.com
Following Jesus Every Day:
GOSPEL MEDITATIONS FOR DAILY LIVING
Ninety days’ worth of Gospel verses and reflections including
a meditation, a prayer, a simple activity for the day and
a related verse from the Old Testament. Ideal for Lent
and Eastertime, or for any time of year!

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/13182.htm

$39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

www.jspaluch.com

email: caracappad@jspaluch.com

Call Dennis Caracappa
800.231.0805
Sales * Appraisals
Management

ROSE GARDEN
AUTO CARE

Patrick Crema

Smog • Oil Change
Tune Up • Batteries • Tires
Electrical

(class of ’84)

(408) 244-3100

590-B Coleman Avenue
San Jose, CA 95110
408-283-9560

920 S. Winchester Blvd.
San Jose, CA 95128

Richard J. Ravizza, Jr. DDS
Family Dentistry
Se Habla Español
1795 Park Avenue, San Jose
519926 St Martin of Tours Church (A)

286-0617
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Ministry for Children
Nursery : While the Church is

under construction the Nursery
Program will NOT be in session.
This space has been converted
to the Chapel used for weekday
Mass. We will resume use of the
Nursery when the Church is
available for daily use. If you
have any questions please contact the Parish Office.

Children/Family Mass : Children/Family
Masses are the first Sunday of the month. If your
child/teen would like to help at Mass as a: reader,
altar server, usher, greeter, or singer email
lshepherd@stmartin.org

Pre-School Sunday Programming Our
program runs most Sundays from October
through April. The curriculum is designed for children ages 3-5 and includes: music, crafts, activities and faith lesson.

VBC

We are delighted to announce the dates
for this years Vacation Bible Camp at St. Martin
of Tours. VBC will be June 22-26, 2015. Registration for this wonderful week of fun and faith will be
coming in April. Any parents, teens or other parishioners willing to volunteer their time and skills during this wonderful event, please contact Sarah at
slanders@stmartin.org.

Youth Ministry
EDGE: Middle school youth group meets every Tuesday from 5-6:30pm in the Community Building. We
welcome and are excited to see any 6th, 7th and 8th graders. Please email Sarah at slanders@stmartin.org with any questions.
Life Teen: High school youth group meets every Wednesday night from 6:30-8pm in the Bailey House.
We welcome and are excited to see any 9-12th graders. Please email Sarah at slanders@stmartin.org with
any questions.
DYR 2015: We would like to cordially invite your teens to the annual Diocesan Youth Retreat in Lake
Tahoe, CA. This wonderful week-long retreat experience will be from June 15-19th, 2015 for outgoing 8th12th graders this summer who are able to join us. It is a tremendous week full of faith, fun and friendship!! If
interested, please contact Sarah at slanders@stmartin.org for registration and medical waiver forms.

