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June 14, 2015

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Pastor’s Note

June 13—June 20

The Kingdom of God
We have heard in today’s gospel passage
how the evangelist Mark presents two distinct aspects of the Kingdom of God, each
with a parable.
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The first parable presents the action of a
man who sows seeds that sprout and grow,
without his understanding how this occurs.
This is how God’s Reign is introduced in the
lives of people.
Faith is the seed that is sown through
preaching, or the example of others or in
various ways that it is planted in our hearts;
it is the mystery of the growth in faith that
the gospel portrays. We do not know how it
grows. This passage explains how important
it is to plant the seeds of faith in everyone,
so as to let the grace of God work in them.
The thought comes to my mind about
many who have received the seeds of faith
yet do not bear fruit. Some of our friends or
relatives who received the same Catholic
education that we received, or who grew
up in the same family, but do not have in
them the Kingdom of God. We should continue to pray that they would allow that
seed to take root within them. For some, this
takes more time. We should pray that they
will open their hearts and their lives to the
Reign of God.
The parable of the mustard seed attempts
to explain how the largest of plants can
spring from the smallest seeds. At times, the
Kingdom of God may seem not as important as other concerns. That happens with
faith, that while we try to achieve many
things in life, sometimes we forget what is
important. Moreover, it is in the moments of
need that we realize how important our
faith is and how the reality of the

Kingdom of God supports our whole life.
The importance of the Kingdom of God
can be underestimated or unappreciated, especially at the start of our journey.
Later in life, however, we learn that the
seed of faith was a wonderful beginning
of something beautiful that the Lord had
begun in us.
Dear brothers and sisters, we need to be
aware of the importance of the seed of
faith in others and also to understand that
even that which seems insignificant has
the power to become the essence of who
we are. It is then that the Kingdom of God
is present in the world and present in your
lives, through you.
-Fr. Sergio

Calendar of Events

Weekly Report

Food Box Sorting 6:30PM– Meeting
6/15
Room
6/19

Food Box Packing 6:30PM –Gym

Women's Book Group will meet at
6/23 7:15 pm in the Bailey House to discuss "War Brides" by Helen Bryan.

The last couple of weeks have been busy
at the Vatican with news related to the upcoming Papal Encyclical on Ecology and
the Environment. During the opening of
the 2015 Caritas Internationalis General Assembly, Pope Francis gave the homily on
the theme One Human Family, Caring for
Creation. The five-day Caritas gathering
brought leaders of Catholic charitable organizations from around the world to focus
on growing inequalities as well as the impact of climate change. During his homily,
the Pope highlighted the salvific dimensions of creation care, “We must also remind the powerful of the Earth that God
will call them to judgment one day. And
there it will be revealed if they really tried
to provide for him in every person, and if
they did what they could to preserve the
environment.”
Cardinal Oscar Rodríguez Maradiaga, one
of Pope Francis’ closest advisors, commented on the resistance to the encyclical
in some of the American media, saying,
“The ideology surrounding environmental
issues is too tied to a capitalism that doesn’t want to stop ruining the environment
because they don’t want to give up their
profits.”
Around the world Catholics and nonCatholics eagerly await this upcoming Encyclical. Pope Francis has become a
powerful voice for the environment and
protecting God’s creation.

Collections

6/7/2015

Online Giving (6/3/2015)

9,219

9,060

Please mark checks for “Capital Campaign”
in the memo section of your check.
Thank you for your continued support!

St. Vincent de Paul News
Thank you, thank you, thank you, to all
those who continue to contribute to the St.
Vincent de Paul Society collection. Through your generosity the society is
able to meet the basic financial needs of
some of our parish members who can't
make ends meet in the Silicon Valley economy. However, to speed up the distribution
process we ask that you make your checks
"Paid to the Order" of St. Vincent de Paul,
NOT St. Martin's Church. This will get the
contribution in the hands of the society efficiently. Also, the volunteers who administer
the distribution of funds, is far understaffed
and the numbers continue to shrink. We
need more volunteers to help in the interview and distribution approval process. This
is a rewarding and necessary opportunity to become a member of
St. Martin's Pastoral Care Ministry and follow
the Lord's commandment to help the
poor. There is an excellent training program to make this as easy as possible and
requires as little as one hour a week of your
time. If interested, please call
(408) 439-0342.

Children’s Mass

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION
Scripture Readings for NEXT Week
Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, June 21, 2015
First Reading: Job 38: 1 & 8-12
Second Reading: Corinthians 5:14-17
Gospel Reading: Mark 4:35-41
When have you ever felt you
or others were victims of cosmic forces and asked for an
explanation?

A wedding celebrated in the Eastern
Church has a form that was fixed a thousand
years ago. In the West, our story is more complicated by constant change and variation. As
the world’s structures tottered in the ninth century, bishops and priests stepped into the void
left by collapsing civil structures. For the first
time, marriage was referred to as a sacrament,
and wedding ceremonies were to be in public
(assuring the free consent of the bride) after an
investigation of the couple by a priest. The custom of the blessing of the bridal room diminished, and was finally forbidden in 1012 by the
Council of Rouen, although it continued for
centuries. In the diocese of Perigueux in
France, a ritual from 1827 had the parish priest
clad in surplice and stole sprinkling the bridal
couple as they stood modestly in their pajamas
by the wedding bed. Next the bed and all
those present were sprinkled, too! That’s a tradition that few Americans, either the betrothed
or the clergy, are ready to revive!
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

RCIAThe door is always open!!!
RCIA Inquiry continues to
meet through the summer
months and everyone is welcome! Whether you have
questions about Catholicism
or just want to come and meet the newest members of our Catholic family, you
are invited to join us any Thursday evening at 7 PM.

2015 Marriage for Life
Marriage prep dates: August 1st , October 17th,
2015. Engaged couples can register at
www.marriageforlifesf.com or, the registration
form can be printed and mailed in.

THANK YOU!

DISCERNMENT DAY:
What am I doing with my life? Am I living to my
fullest potential? Am I becoming the saint that I
am called to be? Come to this Day of Discernment on Saturday July 11, 2015, hosted by the Dominican Nuns at Corpus Christi Monastery, located at 215 Oak Grove Avenue in Menlo Park,
California. RSVP by July 3rd or for more information contact Sr. Joseph Marie, O.P. at
vocations@nunsmenlo.org
or visit our website at
http://nunsmenlo.org/discernment-days/
The day begins with Mass at 8:00 A.M. and will
include Divine Office, Rosary, Benediction and
Conferences on how to unravel what the Lord
has in store for your life, how to discern God's call
and much more given by our Dominican nuns
and friars of the Order of Preachers. There is no
cost and lunch will be provided.

Bishop McGrath
celebrates
45 years
of

Priesthood
In 1964, when he was just 19 (he'd call it "the dinosauric age"), Patrick J. McGrath entered Saint
John Seminary in Waterford, Ireland. Six years later, on June 7, 1970, he would be ordained to the
priesthood in Waterford for the Archdiocese of San Francisco. Ever since then, Bishop McGrath
has been serving the People of God with joy, humor, and gracious kindness and mercy. His one
constant message, in word and deed, is "God loves you, no matter what." Many of us in the Diocese of San Jose and the Archdiocese of San Francisco know how true it is when Bishop McGrath
says of himself, "I would prefer to be judged too kind than too rigid."
This week, please join in thanksgiving for our Bishop, who will marked 45 years of priesthood this
Sunday, June 7, and 70 years of life on Thursday, June 11.

MEET BISHOP

Patrick J. McGrath

GREATEST CHALLENGE:

The Bishop is, by nature an extreme introvert.
When he comes home from an event, he
likes to spend some quiet time praying or
reading especially books on architecture.
FAVORITE TV SHOW:

Seinfeld
FAVORITE CELEBRITIES:

Helen Mirren, Maggie Smith, Russell Crowe,
Dustin Hoffman
FONDEST CHILDHOOD MEMORY:

Going to the beach and going on picnics
with his “lovely, wonderful” parents.
FAVORITE BIBLE VERSE:

AGE: 70 HOMETOWN: Dublin,

Ireland

ON HIS PATH TO PRIESTHOOD:

“I always wanted to be an Architect, but God
had other plans. I continue to grow into my
Vocation day by day.”
FAVORITE PASTTIMES:

Reading history/architecture, Gardening, Attending the opera/symphonies

John 3:16 “For God so loed the world, that
he gave His only begotten son, that whoever believes in Him shal not perish, but
have eternal life.”
FINAL THOUGHT
BISHOP WANTS TO SHARE:

“I’m always amazed at the commitment of
people to their faith, how they nourish their
relationship with the Lord, and lived it!”

