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TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Pastor’s Note
“Teacher, do you not care…”
This is the question that many may have, especially in moments of need. Where is God? Does
He not Care?... The situation of the Apostles in
the gospel today shows us something similar to
what we can experience in some moments in
our lives.
When you read the gospel and see the storm,
the water filling up the boat and Jesus sleeping
… Don't you see something odd there? How is it
possible to sleep during a storm? Maybe that is
the key to understanding the message of today’s gospel, as well as the way God is present
in our world...The idea of God sleeping when his
people suffer is one of the most common arguments of those who denied the existence of
God, or make Him a God that does not care.
In the gospel itself, this idea is proposed by the
Apostles to Jesus Himself, Teacher, do you not
care… and also is the question that we ask ourselves when we need Him and He seems to be
absent from our lives.
Let us take a moment to analyze the gospel.
The possibility of Jesus sleeping during the storm
is very unrealistic. Nevertheless, considering that
the gospel presented Him like that, we have to
assume there is a reason for that. The idea of
God sleeping is contrary to the Old Testaments
beliefs: He who ·guards Israel, never rests or
sleeps (Ps 121:4). Why then does the gospel present Jesus that way? When the gospel was written, people saw themselves in the situation of
the Disciples because of the persecutions of the
time. This also applies to us when we feel that
the burden is so heavy that we can perish. Precisely in the moment when we need to invoke
the Lord, we need to ask Him to help us. The
message for all those who in the time the gospel was written was that they will never think
that the Lord has abandoned them and that
even though He seems asleep, He is there with
you. Even if you don't hear His voice, He is always there and always will be.
That is not clear until the end. He did not ask
why you did not wake me up earlier, but He
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asked about their fears and their faith. Then
He asked them, “Why are you terrified? Do
you not yet have faith?”
The emphasis on the question should be put
on the relationship between fear and faith,
they don't go together, faith dispels all fear.
However, a real faith, which in the case of the
Apostles, doesn't exist yet...not yet.
The certainty that our faith gives to us is more
than a feeling. It gives us the strength we
need to live in this world and overcome every
problem and every fear with the assurance
that God is always with us.

-Fr. Sergio

Calendar of Events

6/21

6/23

Father’s Day

Women's Book Group will meet at
7:15 pm in the Bailey House to discuss "War Brides" by Helen Bryan.

Weekly Report

Collections
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Please mark checks for “Capital Campaign”
in the memo section of your check.
Thank you for your continued support!

Pope Francis Encyclical on Ecology
As of this writing we are expecting the release
of Pope Francis’ encyclical on the ecology to
be released on June 18. It is expected that
the title of the encyclical will be Laudato Sii,
and have the subtitle Sulla cura della casa
comune. Laudato Sii, which is translated as
Praised be, and is a hallmark line from St. Francis’ Canticle of the Creatures. Sulla cura della
casa comune is translated as On the care of
the common home.
During his homily on Pentecost, Pope Francis
addressed creation. See the excerpt below.
“Then the Holy Spirit renews – guides and renews – renews the earth … The Holy Spirit
whom Christ sent from the Father, and the
Creator Spirit who gives life to all things, are
one and the same. Respect for creation, then,
is a requirement of our faith: the “garden” in
which we live is not entrusted to us to be exploited, but rather to be cultivated and
tended with respect (cf. Gen 2:15). Yet this is
possible only if Adam – the man formed from
the earth – allows himself in turn to be renewed by the Holy Spirit, only if he allows himself to be re-formed by the Father on the
model of Christ, the new Adam. In this way,
renewed by the Spirit, we will indeed be able
to experience the freedom of the sons and
daughters, in harmony with all creation.”
We will highlight the encyclical in next week’s
Green Corner.

St. Vincent de Paul News

Thank you, thank you, thank you, to all those
who continue to contribute to the St. Vincent
de Paul Society collection. Through your generosity the society is able to meet the basic financial needs of some of our parish members
who can't make ends meet in the Silicon Valley
economy. However, to speed up the distribution process we ask that you make your checks
"Paid to the Order" of St. Vincent de Paul, NOT
St. Martin's Church. This will get the contribution
in the hands of the society efficiently. Also, the
volunteers who administer the distribution of
funds is far understaffed and the numbers continue to shrink. We need more volunteers to
help in the interview and distribution approval
process. This is a rewarding and necessary opportunity to become a member of St.
Martin's Pastoral Care Ministry and follow the
Lord's commandment to help the poor. There
is an excellent training program to make this as
easy as possible and requires as little as one
hour a week of your time. If interested, please
call
(408) 439-0342.

Please join us in prayer this week for our
Vacation Bible Camp campers, youth aides
and adult volunteers. Come Holy Spirit.

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Scripture Readings for NEXT Week
Sunday, June 28, 2015
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Wisdom 1: 13-15; 2:23-24
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 8: 7,9, &
13-15
Gospel Reading: Mark 5:21-43
What lesson can we learn from
the afflicted woman’s actions and
Jesus’ response? How do we relate
to this story?

When you are thinking about traditions in the
Church, 1563 is a “watershed” year. The Council of Trent began a reform of the liturgy that
put an end to old practices and set many of
our present practices in place. For the first time,
engaged people were absolutely required to
appear before their parish priest, and to exchange consent in his presence along with two
witnesses. To this day, Catholics are obliged to
this form, namely: to marry another Catholic in
the presence of a priest (or deacon) and two
witnesses, unless dispensed from the law. The
Council really didn’t forbid customs and ceremonies that added life to the celebration, but
the mood of the times was dark and somewhat
austere. Practices like the blessing of the marriage bed or using a canopy for the nuptial
blessing started to fade away, as did the custom of bringing the presents for the couple to
the church and the addition of fiddlers and jugglers to the procession. The Council of Trent
tried to preserve local customs, but the long‑term effect was to standardize celebrations
everywhere in the world.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

RCIA: Summertime is here
and so are we !!
RCIA at St. martin of Tours is an
ongoing process, which means
we are always here to welcome
you! We continue to meet each
Thursday evening at 7 .
All are welcome!

2015 Marriage for Life
Marriage prep dates: August 1st , October 17th,
2015. Engaged couples can register at
www.marriageforlifesf.com or, the registration
form can be printed and mailed in.

Doug and Diane Hughes
Doug and Diane have been involved in various
ministries at St. Martin's Parish for 30 years. Next
weekend, June 28, they will be retiring from their
music ministry at the 8:30 a.m. Mass and will be
greatly missed.
In addition to their music ministry, Doug has
worked on various committees in the parish,
such as the Centennial Committee, and served
as Chair of the Parish Council in 1995. Diane
worked at St. Martin’s School for 15 years.
In the front entryway of the church, we have
placed a special book of memories for them in
which you can write notes expressing your appreciation for their gift of ministry in the parish.
Join us at the 8:30 a.m. Mass next Sunday as we
all express our gratitude.

Peace & Justice
Once again you have demonstrated what a generous parish we are: you have contributed many gifts, clearly chosen with careful thought for those who would receive
them, along with $950 for the GET ON THE BUS project. And you have supported the
Green Initiative (re-usable bags and cloth napkins), Fair
Trade (jams and chocolate), as well as Restorative Justice
(helping children visit their fathers on Father’s Day).
You have made Sr. Elaine Coutu and the parents of the
children very happy.
Such is the work of your Peace & Justice Commission-bringing happiness to a troubled
world.

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
June 21, 2015
Whoever is in Christ is a new creation.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

