Saint Martin of Tours
People Ministering to People

Roman Catholic Church and School Community
Our Mission Statement
Saint Martin of Tours is a Roman Catholic Community bound together by the gift of faith in Jesus
Christ, as we join Him in offering thanks and praise to God the Father through the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. Molded by the Word of God and nourished by the Bread of Life and the
Cup of Salvation, we are sent to seek out the lost, bind the broken, feed the hungry, and to share
the Good News of God’s mercy and love for all. We welcome all people of goodwill to join us in
building here on Earth the coming Reign of God and so to offer to people of all ages continued
formation in our Christian Faith.
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The Thirty—Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 13, 2016

Pastor’s Note
The most difficult thing for us as Catholics is not
the practice of goodness, but to persevere in
goodness. Any person can make a commitment for a day or a week or even a month, but
practicing our faith every day for all of our lives
is more difficult. Long-term commitments are
difficult to find, not only in the practice of virtue,
but also in different aspects of our lives. The reason for this may be found in the mentality of a
culture that does not keep anything for a long
time, in which everything is disposable, where
we are constantly looking for newer things. Or
perhaps it is the way we deal with difficult or
complex situations; when the going gets tough,
instead of trying to resolve the issue, we just
abandon the fight and move on. C. S. Lewis in
the letters from a devil teacher to his nephew, a
young tempter, advised this: “You see, it is so
hard for these creatures to persevere. The routine of adversity, the gradual decay of youthful
loves and youthful hopes, the quiet despair
(hardly felt as pain) of ever overcoming the
chronic temptations with which we have again
and again defeated them, the drabness which
we create in their lives and the inarticulate resentment with which we teach them to respond to it– all this provides admirable opportunities of wearing out a soul by attrition” (“The
Greatest Evil,” in The Screwtape Letters). The
message of Christ is a gospel of life. This is our
task, not only for a day, a month or even
longer; our salvation is the work of our entire
lives, and this work should be done from the beginning to the end. At the same time, Jesus instructs his first disciples – and us – that it will not
be easy, that there will be necessary difficulties.
This applies not only to our faith; it also relates to
our work, our relationships with others, our studies. Indeed, it pertains to everything, for without
perseverance we cannot be successful in any
single aspect of our lives.
We cannot give up on our baptismal promises
because it is difficult to honor them, or because
we are bored, or because we are the only one
who seems to live according to them.
We are called to persevere in our faith,
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but that is not something magical. It requires
discipline, sacrifice, prayer, and the conviction
that no matter how difficult things could be, we
are never alone. In every moment, Jesus, the
One who persevered to the end, will be with us
– until the end. We need to know that the final
victory of everything is ours, even when it seems
it is not, because Jesus said to us: “I have told
you these things, so that in me you may have
peace. In this world you will have trouble. But
take heart! I have conquered the world” (John
16:33).
Fr. Sergio

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 13, 2016
Sing praise to the LORD with the harp,
with the harp and melodious song.
— Psalm 98:5

Sunday Offerings and Online Giving
Sunday offerings:
Budget
Actual

Calendar of Events

11/6/2016
Week
Fiscal Year to Date
$19,200
$274,600
$22,389
$255,743
$3,189
($18,857)

St. Martin School
All Saints Day

$3,224
$1,177

11/14

Food Box Sorting behind Bailey House 6:45

11/18

Food Box Packing 6:15 in the Gym

11/22

St. Martin Women's Book Group will meet in the
Bailey House at 7:15 pm to discuss Me Before
You by Jojo Moyes

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL ANNUAL REPORT
Through the generosity of parishioners, a bequeath of a deceased parishioner and two
grants we were able to provide more assistance than prior years.

Please mark checks for
“Capital Campaign”
In the memo section of your check.

Thank you for your continued
support!

Thanksgiving Day Mass

Rent/housing
$40,134
Food
16,975
Utilities
5,770
Bud tokens
1,435
Laundry
1,475
Gas/auto
1,475
Tel.
600
Dues
150
Total
$68,104
The majority of the people we help live in apartments and have to use the laundry mat.
We made 325 visits assisted 435 adults and 250
children.

Plan to join us for our Thanksgiving Day Mass on Thursday,
November 24th at 9:00 a.m.
(There will only be one Mass on
Thanksgiving.) This is always a
wonderful celebration, because the entire community
gathers together for this one
special celebration.
One thing that makes this Mass special is the
collection of food for the hungry that the community brings forward and places near the altar. Please remember to bring your canned
and dry food items with you to church on
Thanksgiving for our parish Food Box Program.
The collection on that day will go towards the
work of the Pastoral Outreach Ministries. The
generosity of our community is beautiful to behold and a blessing to all those in need.

Scripture Readings for NEXT Week
Sunday November 20, 2016
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
First Reading: Samuel 5:1-3
Second Reading: Colossians 1:12-20
Gospel Reading: Luke 23:35-43

How is Christ as King an image for
you in prayer?

WELCOME
TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US

Whether you are a parishioner of long standing or new to the parish, if you are not registered, we invite you to do
so. If there are changes to your status, please let us know. Please fill in the details below and place in the offertory basket or mail to the Parish office.
Name
Address

Phone
Stewardship numbers
not available at time of
New Parishioner

Email
City

Moving (please remove from directory)

Please check to receive offering envelopes

Zip
New Address

New Phone Number

Please check to discontinue receiving envelopes

Sunday Preschool Ministry
Our Sunday Preschool ministry is for
children ages 3 years old through
Kindergarten and is in the school building during the 10:00 am Masses.The preschool children are placed in small, mixed
groups to rotate through activity centers
(faith, craft, action/movement, etc. For more
information lmartin-spencer@stmartin.org

Adult Faith Formation

Parents in Prayer (PIPs)
Take a few minutes to unwind, de-stress &
connect with other parents…..
Coffee & breakfast treats
Reflect on upcoming Sunday Gospel
(Lectio Divina)
 Children welcome to play as we pray



Tuesday mornings 8:15am –9:30am

Looking for the 2017 Longest Married
Couple!
Why? Because Worldwide Marriage Encounter, for
the seventh year in a row, is conducting the Longest
Married Couple Project. What an opportunity to
honor couples married 50, 60 or 70+ years! And just
maybe a couple you know could be either the state
or national winner. Winners will be honored during
Valentine’s Day Week, 2017. Nominations are open
now through January 10, 2017. The nomination
process is simple - just email the couple’s names,
wedding date and city they live in along with your
contact information to wwmelmc2017@gmail.com
or go to wwmelmc.com

Save the Date:
Parish Advent Night of Reflection
Wednesday, November 30th

7:00 to 8:30 pm in the Church

Speakers on Faith
Music & Prayer
 Crafts and Activities for Youth and
Children




RCIA at St. Martin of Tours is an ongoing process, which means we are always
here to welcome you and offer a
place for you to take a deeper
look at your relationship with God.
Where is it going? Where do you
want it to go?
We continue to meet each Thursday evening at 7PM.
All are Welcome!

Are you or your family members grieving the
death of a loved one?
You are invited…
Consolation of Grief during the Holidays
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 7 pm – 9 pm
St. Lucy Parish – St. Lucy Annex
2350 Winchester Blvd. San Jose 95008
Presentation: Fr. Chris Bennett
The holidays often accentuate our feelings of
grief and sadness. Fr. Chris Bennett offers stories
from scripture, visual images, and music that
bring hope in preparation for the holidays. All
are welcome. Free.
Sponsored by our parish and
Catholic Cemeteries.
For more information on the workshop, contact
Kathy Fanger at 650-428-3730 x508 or
cemeteryinfo@dsj.org

Book of Remembrance

FOOD BOX IN NOVEMBER

Each year, as we approach All
Souls Day, we place our Book
of Remembrance in the center
of the church, next to the Paschal Candle. The Paschal Candle reminds us
that all who were born with Christ (through Baptism) will also live with Christ forever.

The holidays are a busy time of
year for our program, as many of
our neighbors need our help to
provide meals throughout the holidays. Please join us for our Food
Box events:
Monday, Nov 14
Sorting at 6:45pm behind Bailey House
Friday, Nov 18
Distribution at 6:15pm in the gym
Please contact Karen with any questions at
kguldan@gmail.com or 408.410.3222

We invite you to write the names of your family
members and loved ones who have died in this
book, as we remember them in prayer at Mass
each week throughout November.

New Village House Website!

www.smvillagehouse.org

Village House is the Diocesan Program to provide hospitality and shelter for 15 medically fragile
women in 2017. St Martin of Tours will participate from February 1 through March 1, and will require
help filling over 1200 volunteer opportunities during that one month! We need help in many areas,
including meal preparation, laundry, overnight hosts, transportation and medical volunteers.
We have created a webpage for Village House at St Martins, now available
at www.smvillagehouse.org It includes information on the program, including FAQs, training dates,
and an opportunity to sign-up for training and volunteer spots. Please consider sharing your time
and talent with this important ministry.

Job: The NOW Testament
An Original Musical
(and fundraiser for Village House)

When we experience suffering in our world
and in our own lives, many say it is part of
God’s plan – but is it? Join John Angotti and
friends to explore this question through a present day look back at the story of Job.
November 12th – 7:00 p.m.
November 13th – 2:00 p.m.
Hosted by Archbishop Mitty High School
$15 for adults over 18 and $10 for youth
www.holyspiritchurch.org
or contact Penny Warne at 408-997-5108. All
proceeds will benefit Village House, the rotating shelter program supporting unhoused
women.

St Vincent de Paul needs you -help from your home!
Be a Virtual Volunteer
SVdP has a tremendous need for volunteers
to help with monitoring our voicemailbox and gathering information
from potential clients. Phone Monitors sign up for one-week shifts per
month, to check the messages once
per day and follow-up with clients, to
get enough information to pass along to our
team, who will then do a home visit.
You only need a phone to help! Training will
be provided. It's an easy way to
help those struggling in our community. If you
are interested, please contact Therese
Lehane at 408.289.9617 for more information.

St. Vincent De Paul Society
Donate your car to help those in need.
Cars with dents can help pay rents 1-800322-8284. Please tell the operator you are
from St. Martin of Tours.

Family Faith Night

