Saint Martin of Tours
People Ministering to People

Roman Catholic Church and School Community
Our Mission Statement
Saint Martin of Tours is a Roman Catholic Community bound together by the gift of faith in Jesus
Christ, as we join Him in offering thanks and praise to God the Father through the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. Molded by the Word of God and nourished by the Bread of Life and the
Cup of Salvation, we are sent to seek out the lost, bind the broken, feed the hungry, and to share
the Good News of God’s mercy and love for all. We welcome all people of goodwill to join us in
building here on Earth the coming Reign of God and so to offer to people of all ages continued
formation in our Christian Faith.
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First Sunday in Advent

November 27, 2016

Pastor’s Note
For our salvation is nearer
The season of Advent gives us an opportunity to reflect about our salvation, and to
consider that, in the same way that Christmas is
near, so is the salvation that flows from the Birth
of the Lord.
The spiritual preparation for Jesus’ coming should be our first priority this season, a fourweek period during which we wait for the coming of the Messiah. Our waiting should be a
time of meditation and hope, considering that
the whole world prepares itself to receive the
promised salvation.
Saint Paul announces that our salvation
is near. As he does so, the Apostle proposes to
us a new beginning, a new opportunity to correct our course toward our Savior.
If you are unsure how to prepare for Christmas
or how to live this season, look to Mary: she
waits. The model of spiritual disposition of this
way of being and journeying in life is the virgin
Mary. A simple girl from the country who carried
within her heart the fullness of hope in God! In
her whom God’s hope took flesh and became
man, it became history: Jesus Christ (Pope
Francis, Horizon of Hope).
In our time, as in times past, people have
hope; we hope that things will change in the
world, that all will treat one another fairly and
serve each other as brothers and sisters. We
hope for many things, yet we do not always understand that all of our hopes can be summed
up in this one great hope: Jesus. And so we
should not just wait for Christmas, but also prepare for the coming of the Feast.
Advent is the “Season of Hope,” as we
draw closer each day to our encounter with
Jesus. Let us use our time wisely. Why? Because
our salvation is nearer now than when we first
believed.
Every year, we have a new opportunity
to celebrate and to prepare ourselves to embrace Jesus more and more into our lives, to
discover him again, as we begin this new Advent.
-Fr. Sergio
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Friendsgiving

Paper grocery bags needed for
Food Box
The Food Box program would appreciate your paper grocery bags, which are
used in our packing and distribution. If
you have any you can spare, please
leave them in the food barrels anytime.

PASTORAL CARE

Calendar of Events

MINISTRY NEWS

Giving Trees

12/1 Adoration – 7PM Church
12/

Mind Body Spirit - 2PM Bailey House

Each year during the

Christmas holiday, trees are set up at the back
of the church and contain a host of multicolored ornaments. The different colors represent each of the six convalescent/nursing
homes in our parish. The ornaments list the requested gift for each individual in the
home. The gift is to be purchased, wrapped
and returned to the base of the trees. It is imperative that the paper ornament be fastened
firmly to the gift. The gift must be returned on
the date or dates requested so as to insure
prompt delivery to the home. Each facility has
a Christmas celebration with a meal and distribution of gifts about one week before Christmas. Therefore, the gift must be turned in on
time to get to the recipient for the celebration. Also, the ornament must be adequately
attached to the gift so as to insure it remains
with the gift to designate the receiver. This Giving Tree activity has been an integral part of St.
Martin's Advent and Christmas season for many
years and those receiving the gifts are always
more than overjoyed to know that someone
cares for them. We hope to continue this tradition with your help.

12/12 Food Box Sorting—6:45PMMeeting Room
12/16 Food Box Packing—6:15PM GYM

St. Vincent De Paul Society
Donate your car to help those in
need. Cars with dents can help
pay rents 1-800-322-8284. Please
tell the operator you are from St.
Martin of Tours.

CRS FAIR TRADE SALE

December 3 & 4 after all Masses
This holiday season choose beautiful gifts that change lives around
the world! Every purchase at our
CRS Fair Trade Sale helps the artisans to create better lives for their
families by providing a fair, living
wage for their work. Fair Trade builds right relationships between buyers and sellers that
are rooted in the principles of human dignity
and solidarity. Please stop by and check out
the beautiful jewelry, coffee, food, household
and Christmas items for sale. Cash, check
and credit cardswill be accepted.

THANK YOU!

WELCOME
TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US

Whether you are a parishioner of long standing or new to the parish, if you are not registered, we invite you to do
so. If there are changes to your status, please let us know. Please fill in the details below and place in the offertory
basket or mail to the Parish office.
Name
Address

Phone
Stewardship numbers
not available at time of
New Parishioner

Email
City

Moving (please remove from directory)

Please check to receive offering envelopes

Zip
New Address

New Phone Number

Please check to discontinue receiving envelopes

ADVENT 2016: Waiting in Joyful Hope

The season of Advent is a time when we wait in joyful hope for the coming of
the Lord, Emmanuel, which means “God with us”. Each Advent we are called
to prepare ourselves for the coming of Christ, into our lives and into our world.


SEE THE VISION: This Advent we will hear the beautiful visions of the Old Testament prophet Isaiah, which
evoke within us our deepest hopes for a time of peace and justice, of abundance and joy, for all peoples together.



HEAR THE CALL: The Gospel readings call us to awake from our sleep, to open our eyes, to see the signs
of the kingdom coming, and to allow Christ to work through us, in preparation for the final fulfillment of
the visions' promise.



AND RESPOND: The epistles instruct us to live honorably and be ministers of reconciliation, evangelization, and apostles for Christ. Our faith response involves ministering to those without homes or food, the
lonely, the sick and the elderly, the excluded, etc. We are to become signs of God's love and mercy,
and manifestations of the presence of the Holy Spirit in the world.

ADVENT EVENING PRAYER, ADORATION and BENEDICTION
Prepare yourself for Advent by coming to our Advent Evening Prayer, Adoration and Benediction this Thursday, December 1 from 7 to 8 p.m.
ADVENT RECONCILIATION SERVICE
Our parish’s communal celebration of the sacrament of reconciliation will be Monday, December 5 at 7:00
pm in the church. We invite you to experience the peaceful joy of this beautiful sacrament.

Sunday Offerings and Online Giving

Sunday offerings:

Please mark checks for “Capital Campaign” in
the memo section of your check.

Budget
Actual

11/20/2016
Week
Fiscal Year to Date

Thank you for your continued support!

Stewardship numbers
not available at time
of print

Visit our Village House Website!

www.smvillagehouse.org
Please visit our website to learn more about how you personally can help the 15 unhoused
women that St Martin of Tours will host for the month of February. Sign-ups are available on the
website for a number of needs, including meal preparation, intake, overnight hosts, laundry, and
much more. We also have a special need for medical professionals.

Why Unhoused instead of Homeless?
For the upcoming Diocesan project, Village House, we refer to our clients as unhoused, not
homeless. Is it just a new politically correct term? Is it semantics? It is difficult for some people to
understand exactly how much the words we choose matter. The term "homeless" is often accompanied by negative connotations and unfair stereotypes. The people in our community
who do not have shelter have a home-- that home is our community-- they simply don't have a
house. Any one of us can find ourselves without a house, especially in the Silicon Valley, with
rocketing rental prices. Please learn more about this project at www.smvillagehouse.org.

Scripture Readings for NEXT Week
Sunday December 4, 2016
Second Sunday of Advent

First Reading: Isaiah
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9
Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12

What virtues or actions noted in the
readings will identify those who await
the Lord?

Looking for the 2017 Longest Married
Couple!
Why? Because Worldwide Marriage Encounter, for
the seventh year in a row, is conducting the Longest
Married Couple Project. What an opportunity to
honor couples married 50, 60 or 70+ years! And just
maybe a couple you know could be either the state
or national winner. Winners will be honored during
Valentine’s Day Week, 2017. Nominations are open
now through January 10, 2017. The nomination
process is simple - just email the couple’s names,
wedding date and city they live in along with your
contact information to wwmelmc2017@gmail.com
or go to wwmelmc.com

Sunday Preschool Ministry
Our Sunday Preschool ministry is for
children ages 3 years old through
Kindergarten and is in the school building during the 10:00 am Masses.The preschool children are placed in small, mixed
groups to rotate through activity centers
(faith, craft, action/movement, etc. For more
information lmartin-spencer@stmartin.org

Adult Faith Formation

Parents in Prayer (PIPs)
Take a few minutes to unwind, de-stress &
connect with other parents…..
Coffee & breakfast treats
Reflect on upcoming Sunday Gospel
(Lectio Divina)
 Children welcome to play as we pray



Tuesday mornings 8:15am –9:30am

Following Jesus Every Day:
GOSPEL MEDITATIONS FOR DAILY LIVING
Ninety days’ worth of Gospel verses and reflections including
a meditation, a prayer, a simple activity for the day and
a related verse from the Old Testament. Ideal for Lent
and Eastertime, or for any time of year!

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/13182.htm
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through 2030

Designed to be

SPACE AVAILABLE
To Advertise Here...
Contact MINH TRUONG
today at (800) 231-0805
truongm@jspaluch.com

Readings • Reflections • Prayers
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE.

$39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police
✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation

$1a Day!

ntracts
NO Long Term Co

CALL
NOW!

Call Today!

800.393.9954

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

Richard J. Ravizza, Jr. DDS
Family Dentistry
Se Habla Español
1795 Park Avenue, San Jose

286-0617

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.
519926 St Martin of Tours Church (B)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Cosmetic &
Family Dentistry

ROSE GARDEN
AUTO CARE

Alan L. Frame, D.D.S.

Smog • Oil Change
Tune Up • Batteries • Tires
Electrical

St. Martin’s
Grad ’84

590-B Coleman Avenue
San Jose, CA 95110
408-283-9560

Bellarmine
Grad ’88
Santa Clara
University ’92

(408) 244-3562
1171 Homestead Rd. #214
Santa Clara (University Plaza)
Hablamos Español

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785

an Official Travel
Agency of Apostleship
of the Sea-USA

CST 2117990-70

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com

KELLY MCHAFFIE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!

• Trusts • Wills • Health Care Directives
• Powers of Attorney
• Trust & Estate Administration • Probate
The Pruneyard Towers II
1999 South Bascom Avenue, Suite 950
Campbell, CA 95008

(408) 371-4529
kelly@mchaffielaw.com

www.mchaffielaw.com
St. Martin of Tours Parishioner
Santa Clara University School of Law J.D. 1995

Sales * Appraisals
Management

Patrick Crema
(class of ’84)

(408) 244-3100
920 S. Winchester Blvd.
San Jose, CA 95128

ADVERTISING
He who has a thing to sell
and goes and whispers in a
well, is not so apt to get the
dollars as he who climbs a tree
and hollers.
The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch at 1-800-231-0805
519926 St Martin of Tours Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Saints
In the

City
On November 10th our diocese hosted their
2nd annual Saints in the City Banquet: Honoring Young Disciples in the Diocese of San
Jose. This banquet gives the parishes a wonderful opportunity to honor teens who have
shown great leadership through service to
their parish, living their faith, and being a witness of Christ’s love to their community. This
year one of our teens, Meg Vogel, was honored with the St. Francis of Assisi Award for
her service to our parish and beautiful example to others through living her faith. The St.
Francis of Assisi Award, “ honors the young
saints who possess a spirit of apostolic outreach. They witness with the joy of the gospel
and evangelize their community fearlessly.” Meg has served as an altar server for
our parish for many years, is very active in
our Life Teen High School Ministry, and is in
the middle of her third year as a leader in our
Confirmation program. It is clear to all those
who encounter her through her involvement
and service in our parish that she makes the

choice everyday to live her faith and continue to grow in her relationship with Christ. It
was with joy we had this opportunity to
honor her through Saints in the City this year
and we look forward to honoring our youth
in years to come.

