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Megan Lott, Catechetical Coordinator
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February 7, 2016

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Pastor’s Note
“I desire mercy, and not sacrifice” (Mt 9:13).
The works of mercy on the road of the Jubilee
God’s mercy transforms human hearts;
it enables us, through the experience of a
faithful love, to become merciful in turn. In an
ever new miracle, divine mercy shines forth in
our lives, inspiring each of us to love our
neighbour and to devote ourselves to what
the Church’s tradition calls the spiritual and
corporal works of mercy. These works remind
us that faith finds expression in concrete everyday actions meant to help our neighbours in
body and spirit: by feeding, visiting, comforting and instructing them. On such things will
we be judged. For this reason, I expressed my
hope that “the Christian people may reflect
on the corporal and spiritual works of mercy;
this will be a way to reawaken our conscience, too often grown dull in the face of
poverty, and to enter more deeply into the
heart of the Gospel where the poor have a
special experience of God’s mercy” (ibid.,
15). For in the poor, the flesh of Christ
“becomes visible in the flesh of the tortured,
the crushed, the scourged, the malnourished,
and the exiled… to be acknowledged,
touched, and cared for by us” (ibid.). It is the
unprecedented and scandalous mystery of
the extension in time of the suffering of the
Innocent Lamb, the burning bush of gratuitous
love. Before this love, we can, like Moses, take
off our sandals (cf. Ex 3:5), especially when
the poor are our brothers or sisters in Christ
who are suffering for their faith.
In the light of this love, which is strong as
death (cf. Song 8:6), the real poor are revealed as those who refuse to see themselves
as such. They consider themselves rich, but
they are actually the poorest of the poor. This
is because they are slaves to sin, which leads
them to use wealth and power not for the service of God and others, but to stifle within
their hearts the profound sense that they too
are only poor beggars. The greater their
power and wealth, the more this blindness
and deception can grow. It can even reach
the point of being blind to Lazarus begging at
their doorstep (cf. Lk 16:20-21). Lazarus, the
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poor man, is a figure of Christ, who
through the poor pleads for our conversion. As
such, he represents the possibility of conversion
which God offers us and which we may well fail
to see. Such blindness is often accompanied by
the proud illusion of our own omnipotence,
which reflects in a sinister way the diabolical
“you will be like God” (Gen 3:5) which is the
root of all sin. This illusion can likewise take social
and political forms, as shown by the totalitarian
systems of the twentieth century, and, in our
own day, by the ideologies of monopolizing
thought and technoscience, which would
make God irrelevant and reduce man to raw
material to be exploited. This illusion can also
be seen in the sinful structures linked to a model
of false development based on the idolatry of
money, which leads to lack of concern for the
fate of the poor on the part of wealthier individuals and societies; they close their doors, refusing even to see the poor.
For all of us, then, the season of Lent in this

Jubilee Year is a favourable time to overcome our existential alienation by listening to
God’s word and by practicing the works of
mercy. In the corporal works of mercy, we
touch the flesh of Christ in our brothers and sisters who need to be fed, clothed, sheltered,
visited; in the spiritual works of mercy – counsel,
instruction, forgiveness, admonishment and
prayer – we touch more directly our own sinfulness. The corporal and spiritual works of mercy
must never be separated. By touching the flesh
of the crucified Jesus in the suffering, sinners
can receive the gift of realizing that they too
are poor and in need. By taking this path, the
“proud”, the “powerful” and the “wealthy” spoken of in the Magnificat can also be embraced
and undeservedly loved by the crucified Lord
who died and rose for them. This love alone is
the answer to that yearning for infinite happiness and love that we think we can satisfy with
the idols of knowledge, power and riches. Yet
the danger always remains that by a constant
refusal to open the doors of their hearts to Christ
who knocks on them in the poor, the proud,
rich and powerful will end up condemning
themselves and plunging into the eternal abyss
of solitude which is Hell. The pointed words of
Abraham apply to them and to all of us: “They
have Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them” (Lk 16:29). Such attentive listening will
best prepare us to celebrate the final victory
over sin and death of the Bridegroom, now
risen, who desires to purify his Betrothed in expectation of his coming.
Let us not waste this season of Lent, so
favourable a time for conversion! We ask this
through the maternal intercession of the Virgin
Mary, who, encountering the greatness of
God’s mercy freely bestowed upon her, was
the first to acknowledge her lowliness (cf. Lk
1:48) and to call herself the Lord’s humble servant (cf. Lk 1:38).
Pope Francis

RCIA Inquiry meets each week at 7 PM

on Thursdays. Everyone is welcome, whether you are coming
to explore the Faith, just have
questions or just want to say hi
and share a cup of coffee!
Come and See!!

Calendar of Events
2/10

Ash Wednesday

Valentines Day

2/14

Food Box Sorting 6:30 PM Meeting
Room
2/15

2/19

Parish Office Closed in observance of
Presidents Day
Food Box Packing 6:30 PM GYM

(Always the Third Friday of the Month)

Men’s Club Next meeting is
TUESDAY February 9th at 6:30 PM
in the Community Room. Everyone is welcome!

Scripture Readings for NEXT Week
Sunday, February 14, 2016
First Sunday in Lent

First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:4-10
Second Reading: Romans 10:8-13
Gospel Reading: Luke 4:1– 13

Which of the temptations of Jesus
reminds you of what you find tempting?

Sunday Offerings and Online Giving
Sunday offerings:
Budget
Actual
St. Vincent de Paul

1/31/2016
Week
Fiscal Year to Date
$10,000
$450,000
$8,374
$429,354
($1,626)
($20,646)
5,321

Please mark checks for “Capital Campaign”
In the memo section of your check.

Thank you for your continued
support!

Sunday Ministry for Children
Nursery

Pre-School Sunday
Programming

The nursery is
Our program runs most
now open
Sundays from October
during 10am
through
April. The curricuMass for chillum
is
designed
for children
dren 6mosages
3-5
and
includes:
mu3years.
sic, crafts, activities and
Please come
faith lesson.
visit and bring your little
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) designed for
children ages 6-11. Children are sent forth from 8:30
and 10:00am Mass for their own special Liturgy of
the Word.

Youth Ministry
The EDGE is our middle
school (6-8th) grade youth ministry and meets 56:30pm in the community building on Tuesdays.
Life Teen is our high school youth ministry. We will be
meeting Sundays in the Bailey House from 7:00- 9:00
pm. Since we will now be meeting directly after the
6pm Mass, dinner will be provided. Email us
at mlott@stmartin.org for more details.

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2016 - POLAND!
It is with great joy that we announce our pilgrimage to WORLD YOUTH DAY 2016 IN POLAND!!!! Our trip will be July 18 - August 2, 2016.
If you have interest in attending and will be 16
or older in 2016 please email Megan
at mlott@stmartin.org.
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 7, 2016
I will give thanks to you, O LORD,
with all my heart,
for you have heard the words
of my mouth.
— Psalm 138:1

St. Vincent De Paul Society

5th Annual
St. Patrick’s Dinner Celebration
Hosted by St. Martin of Tours Boy Scout
Troop 390 & Venture Crew 697

Saturday, March 19, 2016
St. Martin of Tours Gym
6:00-9:00pm ~ Doors open at 5:45pm

$25 per person ($30 at the door)
$15 for children under 12
FREE for children under 5
Tables for 10 can be purchased for
$225.00

Traditional Irish Dinner & Program

Corned beef, Cabbage, Homemade Irish Soda
Bread & Dessert

Authentic Irish Band, Irish Dancers, Irish Games,
Irish Dancing Lessons & Silent Auction Baskets
Plus photo opportunities with a Leprechaun!
Tickets on sale after March Masses
Tickets can also be purchased in
advance from
Sandy Heneghan (408.879.8921) or
John Tralongo
John@tralongotax.com
What's Climate Change got to do with Lent?
A Call to Conversion
The encyclical from Pope Francis, Laudato
Si, should give each of us a reason to examine
our relationship with Mother Earth. The reality of
climate change is here. This year, the Peace &
Justice Lenten Series will explore some of the
known basics of climate change, discuss how
the encyclical addresses climate change and
consider our responsibilities to all of our
neighbors as we feel the impacts of climate
change. Participants will work together to propose actions to mitigate those changes. The 6
-week series will be held each Thursday evening during Lent beginning February 11th from
6:30 PM - 8:00 PM in the Community Building. There will be a $15 cost which will be
waived if requested. We will be having signups
this weekend.
Donate your car to help those in need. Cars with

dents can help pay rents 1-800-322-8284. Please tell the operator you are from St.
Martin of Tours.

LENT 2016
Fast Days - Ash Wednesday and Good Friday
One full meal, two light meals; no eating between meals. Ages 18-60.
Days of Abstinence Ash Wednesday and all Fridays in Lent No meat for those over age 14
.
Individual Penance Every Wednesday evening during Lent, from 6:00 - 8:00 p.m..
Every Saturday (except March 26) in Church at 3:30 p.m.
ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES
Ash Wednesday falls on February
10th this year. Our masses will be at
8:10 a.m., 12:10 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
All are welcome to receive ashes at all the
masses.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
There will be Stations of the Cross every Friday
during Lent, from February 12 through March 18 at
7:00 p.m. in the church, and will be presented
each week by various groups in the parish. See
the flyers in the main entryways.

10th Annual REVS vs SEMS Basketball
Challenge
Watch your favorite priests and seminarians battle it out on the basketball court
Friday, February 19, 2016, 7pm
Leavey Center
Santa Clara University
500 El Camino Real, Santa Clara, CA
95050
All proceeds from the game benefit Seminarian Formation
Buy tickets online or at the door:
$10 General | $5 Student
$40 Family (up to 6, immediate family
members only)
Find us on Social Media:
Facebook: /dsjvocations
Twitter: @dsjvocations
Instagram: @diocesesanjose

CRS RICE BOWL
Join our parish community
and nearly 14,000 Catholic
communities across the United
States in a life-changing
Lenten journey with CRS Rice Bowl.
Your RICE BOWL, CALENDAR & ENVELOPE
are provided in today’s bulletin.
Place your Rice Bowl on your table and then read
the stories and daily reflections on the Calendar.
Weekly recipes are provided with meals from each
country
You can also download the Rice Bowl app by
going to www.crsricebowl.org
where you’ll also find videos and much more to
inspire your journey this Lent.

Engaged couples can register for any date at
www.marriageforlifesf.com April 2nd, May 7th,
August 6th, October 15th

The Light is On for you is a evangelization initiative in the Diocese of San Jose, encouraging all
to take advantage of the healing and freedom
found in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. On
Wednesday evenings during Lent, all Catholic
Churches in Santa Clara County will be open
for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
Wednesdays during Lent 6PM –8PM
(not Ash Wednesday)
February 17, 24 March 2, 9,16 & 23

Married Couples:

Winter brings crisp fresh
air. A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is like winter because it’s a weekend full of
fresh air and a time to rejoice in the beauty of
our marriage and family. The next Marriage Encounter Weekend is February 26-28, 2016 in
Mountain View. For more information visit our
website at: sanjosewwme.org
or contact Ken & Claranne at 408-782-1413 or
email them at
applications@sanjosewwme.org

Come Sail Away on a 7-night
Catholic Exotic Cruise.
Prices begin at $1045 per couple which includes all port fees and
taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary offered. We have a Priest onboard
almost every weekly departure with Holland America Cruise Line.
Deposit of only $100 per person will reserve your cabin.
Space is limited.
Thanks and God Bless,
Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785

an Official
Travel Agency
of AOS-USA

PROTECTING SENIORS
NATIONWIDE
PUSH

TALK
...................

$19.95*/Mo. +
1 FREE MONTH

24/7 HELP
...................

Richard J. Ravizza, Jr. DDS
Family Dentistry
Se Habla Español

➢ No Long-Term Contracts
➢ Price Guarantee
➢ American Made

1795 Park Avenue, San Jose

286-0617

TOLL FREE:
1-877-801-8608
*First Three Months
519926 St Martin of Tours Church (B)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Cosmetic &
Family Dentistry

The Most Complete ROSE GARDEN
Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

AUTO CARE

Alan L. Frame, D.D.S.

Smog • Oil Change
Tune Up • Batteries • Tires
Electrical

St. Martin’s
Grad ’84

590-B Coleman Avenue
San Jose, CA 95110
408-283-9560

Bellarmine
Grad ’88
Santa Clara
University ’92

(408) 244-3562
1171 Homestead Rd. #214
Santa Clara (University Plaza)
Hablamos Español

Following Jesus Every Day:
GOSPEL MEDITATIONS FOR DAILY LIVING
Ninety days’ worth of Gospel verses and reflections including
a meditation, a prayer, a simple activity for the day and
a related verse from the Old Testament. Ideal for Lent
and Eastertime, or for any time of year!

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/13182.htm

SAN JOSE
500 S. Winchester Blvd.

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
✔Police
✔Fire
FREE Shipping
✔Friends/Family FREE Activation

408-984-4767

$1a Day!

ntracts
NO Long Term Co

CALL
NOW!

800.393.9954

sanjose.belmontvillage.com
©2015 Belmont Village, L.P. RCFE License 435202350

ADVERTISING
He who has a thing to sell
and goes and whispers in a
well, is not so apt to get the
dollars as he who climbs a tree
and hollers.

“Thank You Ad” and Present It
✂ThePleaseNextCutTimeOutYouThisPatronize
One of Our Advertisers
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through 2030

Designed to be
Sales * Appraisals
Management

Patrick Crema
(class of ’84)

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business because of it!
519926 St Martin of Tours Church (A)

(408) 244-3100
920 S. Winchester Blvd.
San Jose, CA 95128
www.jspaluch.com

Readings • Reflections • Prayers
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE.

$39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com
For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

ICF’s Annual Valentine
Dinner Dance
Saturday, February 13, 2016
Location: St. Martin of Tours
6 pm- No Host Cocktails
7 pm- BBQ Steak Dinner
8-11 pm- Dancing with DJ Ken Cardona
Supports:
St. Martin Parish Projects, College Scholarships,
Oakland Children’s Hospital Research,
and Gifts of Love
$40 per person
Checks payable to ICF #391
Mail to Cathleen Lencioni:
2246 Rosita Ave., Santa Clara, CA 95050
Or Call: 408-248-6728

“Rejoicing in God’s Mercy, Together in Christ” is this
year’s Annual Diocesan Appeal theme for the Diocese of
San Jose. Every year, faithful Catholics from 54 parishes
and missions within Santa Clara County, contribute generously to support common services and programs in the
Diocese.

WELCOME
TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US
Whether you are a parishioner of long standing or new to the parish, if you are not registered, we
invite you to do so. If there are changes to your status, please let us know. Please fill in the details below and place in the offertory basket or mail to the Parish office.
Name

Phone

Address

Email
City

New Parishioner

Moving (please remove from directory)

Please check to receive offering envelopes

New Address

Zip:
New Phone Number

Please check to discontinue receiving envelopes

