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WELCOME
TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US

Whether you are a parishioner of long standing or new to the parish, if you are not registered, we
invite you to do so. If there are changes to your status, please let us know. Please fill in the details below and place in the offertory basket or mail to the Parish office.
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November 22, 2015

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

Pastor’s Note

November 21– November 28

Happy Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving arrives on Thursday. Happy Thanksgiving! Some of you may be eager to try out
the age-old recipes and to do it exactly the
same way you have learned. A certain woman
tells about visiting her parents for Thanksgiving.
Her 80-year-old mother was determined to put
on a traditional dinner. After having spent the
day preparing all the food, her mother was getting ready for bed. Her daughter noticed her
mother had set her alarm clock to go off at 4
a.m. Her mom explained that she had to turn
the oven on at 4:00 a.m. to cook the turkey. The
daughter knew her mother’s oven had a timer
and asked her 80-year-old mom if she knew
how to use it. “Of course,” her mother said, “but
I’ve been getting up for over 60 Thanksgivings
to turn the oven on, and it just wouldn’t be the
same to have the stove do it for me!” “Stupid
woman”, you might say. Why can’t she trust the
oven? But isn’t it something that makes Thanksgiving what it is – nostalgic, endearing, coming
home and making a little sacrifice?
And then some of you may be ecstatic about
receiving family members or joining them. I can
imagine the joy you are anticipating about a
larger gathering around the dining table. Over
the many decades, Thanksgiving has evolved
to become all about family and tradition. Even
in this age of “fast food” and “take outs”, most
people stick to the old recipes and style of eating.
In this context of familial celebration, Fr. Sergio
and I use this opportunity to thank you all for
your love and support; for accepting as we are
into the family of St. Martin. You give us so
much. You give meaning, energy and power to
our priesthood and priestly ministry. You are
such gentle, kind, patient and generous parishioners. Thank you so much for you have been to
us.
And, of course, there are others who have no
family to celebrate the Thanksgiving with for
sundry reasons. I invite them and all others to
the original intent of Thanksgiving. It is now 394
years after that “first Thanksgiving” harvest cele
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bration shared by the Native Americans and
the new settlers in Plymouth. They were not
celebrating their abundance. In spite of brutal
living conditions, the pilgrims gathered together and invited the Native Americans to
acknowledge, recognize and proclaim the
goodness of God whose “mercy last for ever”.
When Thanksgiving is recognition of the Lord’s
goodness, it becomes an anti-dote to arrogance, pride and greed. It’s invariable consequence is a blessed life that the Beatitude of
Mathew’s gospel (Ch. 5) talks about. A blessed
life expresses itself in many ways and is a channel of blessing to other lives.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING.
- Abe
Our Lord Jesus Christ the King
November 22, 2015
Jesus Christ is the faithful witness,
the firstborn of the dead
and ruler of the kings of the earth.
-- Revelation 1:5

Calendar of Events
Women's Book Group will discuss The
11/24 Lowland: A Novel by Jhumpa Lahiri in
the Bailey House at 7:15 pm.

BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE
Each year, as we approach All
Souls Day, we place our Book
of Remembrance in the center
of the church, next to the Paschal Candle. The Paschal Candle reminds us
that all who were born with Christ (through
Baptism) will also live with Christ forever.
We invite you to write the names of your family
members and loved ones who have died in
this book, as we remember them in prayer at
Mass each week throughout the month ofNovember.
You may also place your All Souls envelopes in
the basket by the Candle or in the baskets during
our regular collection

11/2611/29

Parish Office Closed

11/26

Happy Thanksgiving

12/3

Adoration 7PM in the Church

12/11

Mind Body & Spirit 2-3:30 PM Bailey
House

12/14
12/18

Food Box Sorting
Food Box Packing 6:30 in the Gym

Peace & Justice Pope Francisʼ
recent encyclical on Planet Earth
can be found online. Google Laudato Si. The eighth entry is to an antivatican website, but its English translation is the best I have found.
After you have read the encyclical, begin conversations with family, friends, co-workers and
other Catholics. Our pope wants us to dialog,
not preach.

Food Box
Program Holiday News
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Next week is the first Sunday of
Advent, the Church's New Year.
A perfect time to consider what
we might want to make new in
our lives! What would joining
the church mean for you? What
would be made new in your life as a member
of the world wide catholic family?
If you have been thinking about becoming
Catholic or just have questions about the
Church, come and visit RCIA Inquiry any Thursday evening at 7pm.
Contact the Parish Office for more details.

The holidays are here, and with
all of the excitement and anticipation, it is also
important to remember our neighbors who are
struggling to make ends meet. Participating in
our Food Box Program is a simple and easy
way to give back to the community, especially
during the busy holiday season.
If you would like to make a monetary donation
or contribute gift cards, please be sure to include "Food Box" on the memo line of your
check or envelope, and drop it off in the parish
office.
If you have any questions, or need additional
information, please contact Karen at (408) 410
-3222 or kguldan@gmail.com. We are so
grateful for your support.

Sunday Offerings and Online Giving

Sunday offerings:

Please mark checks for “Capital Campaign” in
the memo section of your check.

Budget
Actual

Thank you for your continued support!
The Prayer Shawl Ministry at St.
Martin's needs more volunteer
knitters to continue the work of
creating much appreciated
Prayer Shawls. On the 1st
Wednesday of each month the
knitting volunteers gather at the Bailey House
(across from the rectory) from 1:30 to 3:00 PM
for a spiritual and social gathering to knit prayer
shawls. These shawls are for those in our Parish
or friends or relatives of those in our Parish who
are dealing with the loss of loved ones, recovering from surgery, have surgery planned, in convalescent homes, home-bound due to illness,
have received news of a difficult medical problem, or any other circumstance that a shawl
would provide comfort and the knowledge
that you are thought of and prayed
over. Please call Mary Kay Tocce at (408) 2719705 to get involved or at least come see what
transpires at a meeting. Thank you for your
consideration and we hope you will come join
us.

11/15/2015
Week
Fiscal Year to Date
Stewardship numbers
not available at time of
print

Scripture Readings for NEXT Week
Sunday, November 29, 2015
The First Sunday of Advent

First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16
Second Reading: Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
Gospel Reading: Luke 21:25-28, 34-36
How does each of these readings help
us prepare for the coming of the Lord?

St. Vincent De Paul Society
Donate your car to help those in
need. Cars with dents can help
pay rents 1-800-322-8284
Please tell the operator you are
from St. Martin of Tours.

2016 Marriage for Life

Engaged couples can register for any date at
www.marriageforlifesf.com

VISITING THE HOME-BOUND
St. Martins is blessed to have a volunteer group
that offers home visits to those who are unable
to leave their homes. This special ministry is
available to parish members or their family
members and friends who would like a weekly
visit to provide a listening presence and/or
bring the Eucharist. The volunteers can be
available for a flexible time period on any day
of the week. The volunteers bring a history of
helping the home-bound and have a deep
spiritual commitment and bring compassion,
prayer, Eucharist, a listening presence, and let
you know how important you are. Please take
advantage of this ministry by contacting
Therese Lehane, Director of Pastoral Care, at
(408) 289-9617.

January 30th, April 2nd, May 7th, August 6th,
October 15th

ST. MARTIN'S LADIES GUILD
Mass for Deceased Members with Fr. Abe at
11am followed by a talk/tour of our church by
Judy Swazey - followed by a "bag lunch"
meeting in the Community Building. Please
come join us (dues are $30.00) COMING
SOON: Thursday, Dec. 10 at 7pm in the Community Bldg. A CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXCHANGE PARTY and on Monday, Dec. 14 at
11:10am at Harry's Hof Brau A GUILD CHRISTMAS LUNCH. For info and reservations call
Jessie at 408 624-7537.

Sunday Ministry for Children
Nursery The nursery is now
open during 10am Mass for children 6mos-3years. Please come
visit and bring your little ones.
We are streaming Mass!
Pre-School Sunday Programming
Our program runs most Sundays
from October through April. The
curriculum is designed for children ages 3-5 and includes: music, crafts, activities and faith lesson. Registration is STILL OPEN
Email us at mlott@stmartin.org
Childrens Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) designed for
children ages 6-11. Children are sent fourth from
8:30 and 10:00am Mass for their own special Liturgy
of the Word.

Childrens Ministry
Children's Catechetical Ministry (CCM) - is for 15th graders and meets Thursdays from 4-5:15pm
Sacraments: 2015-2016 -Is your child ready to receive a sacrament this year?
Rite of Christian Initiation for Youth and Children This
program is for those children and youth in the 3rd
grade and above who were not baptized and/or
received first reconciliation and first communion.
Our program begins October 1st from 6-8pm. Please
email us at mlott@stmartin.org for more information.

Youth Ministry
The EDGE is our middle school (6-8th)
grade youth ministry and meets 5-6:30pm in the
community building on Tuesdays
Life Teen is our high school youth
ministry. We will be meeting Sundays in the Bailey House from 7:00
- 9:00 pm. Since we will now be meeting directly after the 6pm Mass, dinner will be provided. email us
at mlott@stmartin.org for more details.

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2016 - POLAND!
It is with great joy that we announce our pilgrimage to WORLD YOUTH DAY 2016 IN POLAND!!!! Our trip will be July 18 - August 2, 2016.
If you have interest in attending and will be 16
or older in 2016 please email Megan
at mlott@stmartin.org.

Thanksgiving is a day to express our gratitude for
all of God’s gifts. This Thanksgiving take time to
thank God for the gift of our shared home.
A Prayer of Gratitude for Creation
God of the universe,
We thank You for Your many good gifts For the beauty of Creation and its rich and varied fruits,
For clean water and fresh air, for food and shelter, animals and plants.
Forgive us for the times we have taken the
earth's resources for granted
And wasted what You have given us.
Transform our hearts and minds
So that we would learn to care and share,
To touch the earth with gentleness and with
love,
Respecting all living things.
We pray for all those who suffer as a result of our
waste, greed and indifference,
And we pray that the day would come when
everyone has enough food and clean water.
Help us to respect the rights of all people and all
species
And help us to willingly share your gifts
Today and always.
Amen.

Please plan to join us for our

Thanksgiving Day Mass
Thursday, November 26th
at 9:00 a.m.
This is always a wonderful celebration, because the entire community gathers together for this one special celebration.
One thing that makes this Mass special is the collection of food for the hungry that the community brings forward and places near the altar.
Please remember to bring your canned and dry food items
with you to church on Thanksgiving.
Please do not bring any fresh or frozen turkeys or other perishables.
The collection on that day will go towards the work of the Pastoral Outreach
Ministries and the Giving Trees will be full of ornaments with gift requests
for Christmas for those in the six Nursing Homes in our parish.
The generosity of our community is beautiful to behold
and a blessing to all those in need.

