Saint Martin of Tours
People Ministering to People

Roman Catholic Church and School Community
Our Mission Statement
Saint Martin of Tours is a Roman Catholic Community bound together by the gift of faith in Jesus
Christ, as we join Him in offering thanks and praise to God the Father through the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. Molded by the Word of God and nourished by the Bread of Life and the
Cup of Salvation, we are sent to seek out the lost, bind the broken, feed the hungry, and to share
the Good News of God’s mercy and love for all. We welcome all people of goodwill to join us in
building here on Earth the coming Reign of God and so to offer to people of all ages continued
formation in our Christian Faith.
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Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

November 12, 2017

Pastor’s Note
My Vocation
As mentioned, last Sunday, we would try
to share with you our calling. Last week Father
Abe share with is his call. This week is my turn.
Next week, will be Fr. Bob’s. Please keep our
priests in your prayers.
As I recall the moment in which I knew
that God was calling me, I must say there was
not a specific moment. It was a period of time
in my childhood in which I just knew. My call
was what I found out later was a natural call. I
always found myself attracted by spiritual
things, books, prayers, helping others and a
love for God, what people normally will say:
was born for this.
There is nothing in my life that triggered
that call. No priest I know, (there were many
later who inspired me, but not in that moment),
no retreat to which I attended that motivated
me to see myself as a priest. There was no one
who asked me that question: Did you ever consider being a priest?. I just knew. I knew it, even
before I understood in fullness the mission and
the life of a Priest, like a child that likes numbers
without understanding the complexity of algebra.
In the last year of high school with other
friends who thought they had a vocation as
well, we prayed. They prayed to be sure that
God was calling them, to have a sign of their
call. I on the other hand (I in my weakness)
asked for a sign that was not for me. I never
doubted that God had called me. I just wasn’t
sure I would be a good priest though, I never
doubted it.
There are two things I always treasure
since that time: Jesus and Our Mother, the most
Blessed Virgin Mary.
About Jesus: In that time I prayed a lot. I
was not involved much in things at the parish,
but I prayed. After my confirmation that I received when I was 12 years old, I started to go
every day to mass early in the morning before
school started. I would find early masses in hospitals, and chapels, near to my school. I was
the youngest person at those masses. Since
then I don’t remember ever missing a Sunday
Mass.
About our Blessed Mother: let’s say I cannot call her Just Mary, (maybe it is a cultural or
educational thing).
There is story that my
mother told me about a small old painting of
the Blessed Mother in my house. My mother said
that when I was very young (3-4 years old) I
went to a house a few blocks from mine with
her. When I entered the house, I saw that
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picture in the hall. I immediately asked:
who is she. The lady from the house tried to explain to me that she was the mother of God. At
that age, I couldn’t understand any of the explanation, but I said that she is so beautiful and
that one day I would marry that beautiful lady.
My neighbor gave the image to my mother… I
grew up looking at the image, I drew, and copied that image many times. I was only after I
became a priest that my mother told me that.
When I asked why she never told me before
she said that she did not want something like
that to influence my life.
Since my childhood, I have had a great
devotion to our Blessed Mother.
After graduating high school at 17 years
old, I went to the Seminary… and when I was 24
years old I was ordained a priest. And the rest…
well maybe one day I will tell you… meanwhile
pray for me, as I pray for you.
-Fr. Sergio
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time
November 12, 2017
Stay awake,
for you know neither the day nor the hour.
— Matthew 25:13

Sunday Offerings and Online Giving
11/5/2017
Sunday offerings:
Week
Fiscal Year to Date
Budget
$19,115
$271,300
$20,150
$258,898
Actual
$1,035
($12,402)
All Saints Day

$1,397

St. Martin of Tours
School Scholarship
Fund
$2,504
Thank you for your continued
support!

Calendar of Events
11/12 Share the Cloak
11/15 Scripture Study-Bailey House 7PM
11/18 Grief Workshop
11/23 Thanksgiving Day Mass 9:00AM
Women's Book Group will meet in the Bailey
House at 7:15 pm to discuss Unfair: The New
11/28 Science of Criminal Justice by Adam Benforado.

The Second Collection on November 18-19
for the Campaign for Human Development
is being moved to November 25-26.

ALL SOULS TABLE OF
REMEMBRANCE
This year we have placed a special All
Souls table in the Chapel vestibule on
which you may place photos of your
loved ones who have gone before us in
faith. Please take time to visit this beautiful candle-lit tables as we remember these beautiful souls.

RCIA

Fall is in the Air! The days are growing
shorter, but the light of Christ is always a beacon calling us to enter
into a deeper relationship with God.
If you have questions about Catholicism or want to find a “home”
in the Catholic Church, we meet
Thursday evenings in the Parish Office at 7 PM. The evenings may be growing
cooler, but the welcome at RCIA us ALWAYS a
warm one! Come and See!!
Please contact Daniel at (408) 289-9608 or
dvalcazar@stmartin.org if you need more information.

The Rite of Acceptance Sunday, November 19th, at the 11:30 AM Mass, everyone
will have the opportunity to welcome our Inquirers into the Order of Catechumens. This
beautiful Rite is a very important celebration for
them and is a great reminder to all of us that
we are each responsible for welcoming and
shepherding new members into our Catholic
family. Please join us to celebrate this ancient
and wonderful Rite and welcome!
Scripture Readings for NEXT Week
Sunday November 19, 2017
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
First Reading: Proverbs 3110-13, 19-20, 30-31
Second Reading: Thessalonians 5:1-6
Gospel Reading: Matthew 25:14-15, 19-21

Proverbs’ description of the
good wife reflect culture and
time. How might a modern
version describe a good wife
or husband? And what insights can you draw from the reading?

WELCOME
TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US
Whether you are a parishioner of long standing or new to the parish, if you are not registered, we invite you to do so. If there are changes to
your status, please let us know. Please fill in the details below and place in the offertory basket or mail to the Parish office.
Name

Phone

Stewardship numbers
Addressnot available at time
of print
New Parishioner

Email

City

Moving (please remove from directory)

Please check to receive offering envelopes

Zip

New Address

New Phone Number

Please check to discontinue receiving envelopes

WWME
Looking for the 2018 Longest Married Couple! Why? Because Worldwide Marriage Encounter, for the eigth year in a row, is conducting the Longest Married Couple Project. What
an opportunity to honor couples married 50, 60
or 70+ years! And just maybe a couple you
know could be either the state or national winner. Winners will be honored during Valentine’s
Day Week, 2018. Nominations are open now
through January 10, 2018. The nomination
process is simple - just email the couple’s
names, wedding date and city they live in
along with your contact information to
wwmelmc2017@gmail.com or
for more information: wwmelmc.com
Worldwide Marriage Encounters

Life Teen is our high school youth
ministry. We will be meeting most
Sundays in the Bailey House from
7:00- 9:00 pm. We have ongoing
Open Registration, so please visit this link to register your child: https://goo.gl/XdEK8W (link is case sensitive)

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING SESSIONS
COMING SOON!

If your child is in the 4th Grade or
older and interested in becoming an
Altar Server, please pick up a registration form in the main entryways of
the church, or email
jswazey@stmartin.org

It is a great opportunity for children to learn
more about the church and to serve the
community.

HEALING GRIEF
Sunday Children’s Ministries
Nursery The nursery is now open for
parents to use with their children.
The nursery is available from the
8:30am Mass until after the 11:30am
Mass, but please let us know if you’d
like to use it during a different Mass.
Please enjoy this wonderful space
where your child can feel comfortable and you
can still observe Mass streamed on the TV.
Sunday Preschool Our Preschool runs most Sundays from October through April. The program
is designed for children ages 3 to Kindergarten
and includes: music, crafts, activities and faith
lessons. We have ongoing Open Registration,
so please visit this link to register your child:
https://goo.gl/XdEK8W (link is case sensitive)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) designed
for children ages 5-11. Children are sent forth
from the 8:30am and 10:00am Masses for their
own special Liturgy of the Word. We have ongoing Open Registration, so please visit this link
to register your child: https://goo.gl/XdEK8W (link
is case sensitive)

Youth Ministry

The EDGE is our middle school (68th) grade youth ministry and meets
5:00-6:30pm in the Community
Building on most Tuesdays. We
have ongoing Open Registration, so please visit
this link to register your child: https://goo.gl/XdEK8W

(link is case sensitive)

Grief is a natural response to loss. We invite
anybody in our community who has suffered
a loss to participate in our Grief Workshop
which will be held on November 18 in the Bailey House starting at 9 and ending at Noon.
Sr. Jane Garrison is a former Chaplain of Hospice of the Valley and has helped a number
of people to deal with hurts and losses in their
lives. This day is a time to nurture yourself and
find ways to prepare for the approaching
holidays. Please RSVP to Therese so we can
plan for your attendance. 408-289-9617

CLOAK DRIVE
The Story of St. Martin of Tours

On a bitterly cold day, the famous legend
goes, Martin met a poor man, almost naked, trembling in the cold and begging
from passers by at the city gate. Martin
had nothing but his weapons and his
clothes. He drew his sword, cut his cloak
into two pieces, gave one piece to the
beggar and wrapped himself in the other
half. Some of the bystanders laughed at
his now odd appearance; others were
ashamed at not having relieved the
man's misery themselves. That night in his
sleep Martin saw Christ dressed in the half
of the garment he had given away, and
heard him say, "Martin, still a catechumen,
has clothed me with this cloak."
So it is told that St. Martin shared his own
cloak with the needy man. We take the
opportunity at the feast of St. Martin, our
patron saint, to follow his example. Every
year near our feast day, we ask for your
help to the needy folks in our area before
the cold of the winter months arrives. Today, you are invited to bring new or
clean “gently used” coats, jackets, and
sweatshirts to Saturday and Sunday
masses. They will be sorted and taken to
Sacred Heart Community Center for distribution to those of our brothers and sisters
most in need. And YOU will have upheld

Thanksgiving Day Mass

Plan to join us for our Thanksgiving
Day Mass on Thursday, November
23rd at 9:00 a.m. (There will only be
one Mass on Thanksgiving.) This is
always a wonderful celebration,
because the entire community gathers together for this one special celebration.

One thing that makes this Mass special is the
collection of food for the hungry that the community brings forward and places near the altar. Please remember to bring your canned
and dry food items with you to church on
Thanksgiving. The collection on that day will
go towards the work of the Pastoral Outreach
Ministries. The generosity of our community is
beautiful to behold and a blessing to all those
in need.

