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First Sunday of Advent

December 3, 2017

Pastor’s Note

STAY AWAKE. KEEP WATCH.
By the time you have this bulletin in your
hand, Pope Francis will have wound up his sixday extended visit to two tiny South Asian
countries, viz., Myanmar and Bangladesh –
the former predominantly a Buddhist nation
and the latter, likewise, an Islamic country. As I
write this, the Holy Father has completed two
days in Myanmar and has just delivered his
keynote address to the nation. Against the
backdrop of the country being accused of
ethnic cleansing of Rohingya Muslims and in
the wake of the continued civil conflict, the
whole world was keenly waiting to hear what
he would say.
As expected, in his inimitable style, the Pope
implored that healing of wounds to be the
paramount political and spiritual priority. He
talked about building a just, reconciled and
an inclusive social order. "The religions can
play a significant role in repairing the emotional, spiritual and psychological wounds of
those who have suffered in the years of conflict. Drawing on deeply-held values, they can
help to uproot the causes of conflict, build
bridges of dialogue, seek justice and be a
prophetic voice for all who suffer", the Pontiff
said. He did not forget to include his often repeated words: "A culture of encounter and
solidarity."
Can we, as individuals, families and a faith
community, consider it as being addressed to
us as well? In a world divided by discord and
divisions, separated by narrow walls of ethnocentrism and other narrow domestic walls,
can there be a better response to the gospel
reading for this first Sunday of Advent than the
one Pope Francis has suggested? In today’s
gospel, Jesus commands us to be alert and
be ready.
"So stay awake, therefore, for you do not
know when the master of the house comes.” Jesus is not referring to his return to an unspecified
distant future, but
his constant renewing presence in the world. “The
master of the house” is Jesus, but not gone. He
only changed his way of being present among
his own. Our task, as disciples, is to make is presence alive in our midst. That's how we make
Christmas keep happening. So we are not merely
asked to look further into future but farther onto
the road to see his coming.
We keep awake and make the Lord’s coming
constant and anew by mending our evil ways,
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repairing broken relationships, healing wounds, encountering in solidarity, helping those in need and
doing our religious duties. We get ready best by
always looking for Christ’s coming, not only at
the end of time but in our everyday lives. If
we’re ready for him now, we’ll be ready for him
later.
HAPPY ADVENT!
-Fr. Abe

Sunday Offerings and Online Giving
11/26/2017
Sunday offerings:
Week
Fiscal Year to Date
$9,885
$310,825
Budget
$8,968
$297,048
Actual
($917)
($13,777)
St. Vincent de Paul

$2,821

Campaign for Human
Development

$2,619

Thanksgiving

$2,237

Thank you for your continued support!
Thank You!
The cloak drive was an amazing success this year. Thank you to everyone who donated coats, sweatshirts
and blankets. There were 40 bags of
clothes gathered and we handed
them out at Food box packing in November. The remaining coats will be
donated to Sacred Heart Nativity
this week. Your generosity goes a
long way!

Calendar of Events
Ladies Guild Board Meeting 10AM
12/4 Community Building
12/7 Adoration—7PM Church
Immaculate Conception
12/8 Mass Times 8:10, 12:10 & 7PM

What is Advent and How is it
different from Christmas?
Advent is in the Air! This week is the
first Sunday of Advent, the Church's
New Year and Season of Hope. It is a
perfect time to consider what we
want to make new in our lives. It is
also a wonderful time to renew our sense of
hope for the world. If you’ve ever wondered
what the Catholic Church teaches about new
life and finding hope in the midst of a challenging world, please join us on Thursday evenings
in the Parish Office at 7 PM. The evenings may
be growing cooler, but the welcome at St. Martin’s RCIA is ALWAYS a warm one! Come and
See!!
For more information contact, Daniel at
(408) 289-9608 or dvalcazar@stmartin.org

St. Vincent De Paul Society

Donate your car to help those in
need. Cars with dents can help
pay rents 1-800-322-8284. Please
tell the operator you are from St.
Martin of Tours.

Faithful Departed:
Mary Shermontes
Elizabeth Liwag

CRS

Fair Trade Fair
TODAY

This holiday season, choose
beautiful gifts that change lives
around the world! Every purchase at our CRS Fair Trade Sale
helps the artisans create better lives for their
families by providing a fair, living wage for their
work.
Fair Trade builds right relationships between
buyers and sellers who are rooted in the principles of human dignity and solidarity. Please stop
by and check out the beautiful jewelry, coffee,
food, household and Christmas items for sale.
Cash, check and credit cards will be accepted.

Thank You!

St Martin of Tours School
Thank you so much to St. Martin of Tours School
for the Thanksgiving food drive. Our needy
families were very grateful.
from the Food box program.

PASTORAL CARE

Giving Trees

Each year during Advent, trees are set up at
the back of the church and contain a host of
multi-colored ornaments. The different colors
represent the 6 different nursing homes in our
parish and the food box program. The ornaments list a requested gift for each individual to
receive a Christmas gift. The gift is to purchased, wrapped (unless otherwise specified)
and returned to the base of the tree anytime
up to December 17th to insure prompt delivery
to the clients. Each facility has a Christmas
celebration with a meal and distribution of gifts
one week before Christmas. As always a big
THANK YOU for your participation.

Saturday, January 27 San Francisco
Rally 12:30PM
CIVIC CENTER PLAZA
Info Faire: 11AM
WalkforLifeWC.com

Bart stations at both locations.
Ample parking.

WWME

Married Couples: Want to give each other
something really special this Christmas? How
about a gift filled with Romance and Excitement? That's just the beginning of what you will
receive on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend. The next Marriage Encounter Weekend is February 9-11, 2018 in San Jose. For more
information sanjosewwme.org or 408-782-1413.
Worldwide Marriage Encounters

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Annual Layette Tea

Sunday, December 3, 2017
2PM
Doors will open for drop off at 1PM
St Lucy’s Parish
2350 Winchester Blvd
Campbell, Ca 95008
Infant items needed: gowns, undershirts, sleep and
play (one-piece), receiving blankets, blanket sleepers,
wipes, booties, hats, infant sweater sets, disposable diapers.
Donations: To help meet ongoing Layette needs during
the year Please make checks payable to

Welcome

TO ALL WHO WORSHIP WITH US

Whether you are a parishioner of long standing
Stewardship numbers
or new to the parish, if you are not registered,
not available at time
we invite
you to do so. If there are changes to
of print
your status, please let us know. Contact the Parish Office 408-294-8953 x11 or stmartinoftours@icloud.com

Scripture Readings for NEXT Week
Sunday December 10, 2017
Second Sunday of Advent
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-14
Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8

As you reflect on the Second Reading, ask your self
how you might better prepare
for God’s coming Kingdom.

This Sunday, we begin the beautiful season of Advent, a time of peaceful reflection as we prepare
our hearts, homes and community for the celebration of Christ’s coming. Our gathering song at all
the Masses during Advent is “Christ, Circle ‘Round
Us”:
Christ, circle ‘round us.
Christ, may your light
surround us.
Shine in our living.
Fill our hearts with great
thanksgiving.

In preparation for the
season, parishioners from various parish groups
such as the ICF, Women’s Book Group, the Renew
group, Ladies Guild, Daily Mass, Pastoral Care, Liturgy and Young Adult Ministries helped to weave
the banners hanging in the sanctuary.
May we become more aware of the presence of
Christ with us during this season, through our
prayers and in sharing that presence through the
many activities of the season.

Sunday Children’s Ministries
Nursery The nursery is open for parents to use
with their children. The nursery is available for
the 8:30am Mass until after the 11:30am Mass,
but please let us know if you’d like to
use it during a different Mass. Please
enjoy this wonderful space where
your child can feel comfortable and
you can still observe Mass streamed
on the TV.
Sunday Preschool Our Preschool
runs most Sundays from October
through April. The program is designed for children ages 3 to Kindergarten and
includes: music, crafts, activities and faith lessons. We have ongoing Open Registration, so
please visit this link to register your child: https://
goo.gl/XdEK8W (link is case sensitive)

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) designed
for children ages 5-11. Children are sent forth
from the 8:30am and 10:00am Masses for their
own special Liturgy of the Word. We have ongoing Open Registration, so please visit this link
to register your child: https://goo.gl/XdEK8W (link

Youth Ministry

The EDGE is our middle school (6-8th) grade
youth ministry and meets 5:00-6:30pm in the
Community Building on most Tuesdays. We
have ongoing Open Registration, so please
visit this link to register your child: https://goo.gl/
XdEK8W (link is case sensitive)

Life Teen is our high school youth
ministry. We will be meeting
most Sundays in the Bailey
House from 7:00- 9:00 pm. We
have ongoing Open Registration, so please visit
this link to register your child: https://goo.gl/XdEK8W

God’s Word for Children

