Saint Martin of Tours
People Ministering to People

Roman Catholic Church and School Community
Our Mission Statement

Saint Martin of Tours is a Roman Catholic Community bound together by the gift of faith in Jesus
Christ, as we join Him in offering thanks and praise to God the Father through the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. Molded by the Word of God and nourished by the Bread of Life and the
Cup of Salvation, we are sent to seek out the lost, bind the broken, feed the hungry, and to share
the Good News of God’s mercy and love for all. We welcome all people of goodwill to join us in
building here on Earth the coming Reign of God and so to offer to people of all ages continued
formation in our Christian Faith.
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Sunday: 7:00 am, 8:30 am, 10:00 am, 11:30 am, 6:00 pm

Holy Days: 8:10 am, 12:10 pm, 7:00 pm
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The Ascension of the Lord

May 13, 2018

Pastor’s Note
The ascension of the Lord (message of Pope Francis)
In the Creed we say that Jesus “ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father”. Jesus’ earthly
life culminated with the Ascension, when he passed from
this world to the Father and was raised to sit on his right.
What does this event mean? How does it affect our life?
What does contemplating Jesus seated at the right hand of
the Father mean? Let us permit the Evangelist Luke to
guide us in this.
Let us start from the moment when Jesus decided to
make his last pilgrimage to Jerusalem. St Luke notes:
“When the days drew near for him to be received up, he
set his face to go to Jerusalem” (Lk 9:51). While he was
“going up” to the Holy City, where his own “exodus”
from this life was to occur, Jesus already saw the destination, heaven, but he knew well that the way which would
lead him to the glory of the Father passed through the
Cross, through obedience to the divine design of love for
mankind. The Catechism of the Catholic Church states
that: “The lifting up of Jesus on the cross signifies and
announces his lifting up by his Ascension into
heaven” (n. 662).
We too should be clear in our Christian life that entering
the glory of God demands daily fidelity to his will, even
when it demands sacrifice and sometimes requires us to
change our plans. The Ascension of Jesus actually happened on the Mount of Olives, close to the place where
he had withdrawn to pray before the Passion in order to
remain in deep union with the Father: once again we see
that prayer gives us the grace to be faithful to God’s plan.
At the end of his Gospel, St Luke gives a very concise
account of the event of the Ascension. Jesus led his disciples “out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he
blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted from
them, and was carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,
and were continually in the temple blessing God” (Lk
24:50-53). This is what St Luke says.
I would like to note two elements in the account. First of
all, during the Ascension Jesus made the priestly gesture
of blessing, and the disciples certainly expressed their
faith with prostration, they knelt with bowed heads, this
is a first important point: Jesus is the one eternal High
Priest who with his Passion passed through death and the
tomb and ascended into heaven. He is with God the Father where he intercedes forever in our favor (cf. Heb
9:24). As St John says in his First Letter, he is our Advocate: How beautiful it is to hear this! When someone is
summoned by the judge or is involved in legal proceedings, the first thing he does is to seek a lawyer to defend
him. We have One who always defends us, who defends
us from the snares of devil, who defends us from ourselves and from our sins!
Dear brothers and sisters, we have this Advocate; let us
not be afraid to turn to him to ask forgiveness, to ask for
a blessing, to ask for mercy! He always pardons us, he is
our Advocate: he always defends us! Don’t forget this!
The Ascension of Jesus into heaven acquaints us with this
deeply consoling reality on our journey: in Christ, true
God and true man, our humanity was taken to God.
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Christ opened the path to us. He is like a roped guide
climbing a mountain who, on reaching the summit, pulls
us up to him and leads us to God. If we entrust our life to
him, if we let ourselves be guided by him, we are certain
to be in safe hands, in the hands of our Savior, of our Advocate.
A second element: St Luke says that having seen Jesus
ascending into heaven, the Apostles returned to Jerusalem “with great joy”. This seems to us a little odd. When
we are separated from our relatives, from our friends,
because of a definitive departure and, especially, death,
there is usually a natural sadness in us since we will no
longer see their face, no longer hear their voice, or enjoy
their love, their presence. The Evangelist instead emphasizes the profound joy of the Apostles.
But how could this be? Precisely because, with the gaze
of faith they understand that although he has been removed from their sight, Jesus stays with them forever, he
does not abandon them and in the glory of the Father supports them, guides them and intercedes for them.
St Luke too recounts the event of the Ascension — at the
beginning of the Acts of the Apostles — to emphasize
that this event is like the link of the chain that connects
Jesus’ earthly life to the life of the Church. Here St Luke
also speaks of the cloud that hid Jesus from the sight of
the disciples, who stood gazing at him ascending to God
(cf. Acts 1:9-10). Then two men in white robes appeared
and asked them not to stand there looking up to heaven
but to nourish their lives and their witness with the certainty that Jesus will come again in the same way in
which they saw him ascending into heaven (cf. Acts 1:10
-11). This is the invitation to base our contemplation on

Christ’s lordship, to find in him the strength to spread the
Gospel and to witness to it in everyday life: contemplation and action, ora et labora, as St Benedict taught, are
both necessary in our life as Christians.
Dear brothers and sisters, the Ascension does not point to
Jesus’ absence, but tells us that he is alive in our midst in
a new way. He is no longer in a specific place in the
world as he was before the Ascension. He is now in the
lordship of God, present in every space and time, close to
each one of us. In our life we are never alone: we have
this Advocate who awaits us, who defends us. We are
never alone: the Crucified and Risen Lord guides us. We
have with us a multitude of brothers and sisters who, in
silence and concealment, in their family life and at work,
in their problems and hardships, in their joys and hopes,
live faith daily and together with us bring the world the
lordship of God’s love, in the Risen Jesus Christ, ascended into Heaven, our own Advocate who pleads for
us.

Calendar of Events

The Parish Offices are Closed…..
While the Parish Office is under construction, we
will be away from our desks . Please call the
Parish Office for instructions on how to reach
the staff to assist you with your needs during this
time.
408– 294-8953
Closure is scheduled May 7– May 18!

Scripture Study of Acts 27-28- Bailey House
5/21 - 6-7:30pm

5/22

The Women's Book Group will discuss The
Gatekeeper: Missy LeHand, FDR, and the Untold Story of the Partnership That Defined a
Presidency by Kathryn Smith at 7:15 pm in the
Bailey House.

Welcome

TO ALL WHO WORSHIP
WITH US

Whether you are a parishioner of long standing
or new to the parish, if you are not registered,
we invite you to do so. If there are changes to
your status, please let us know. Contact the
Parish Office

408-294-8953 x11 or
stmartinoftours@icloud.com

St. Vincent De Paul Society is a
lay ministry that reaches out to those in need
both spiritually and financially. The
society has been part of the parish
since its inception. This is a ministry
that is flexible and can fit in with your
busy schedule. We meet on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM in
the Bailey house. For more info call
408-439-0342.

Village House Corner

www.smvillagehouse.org
We are just over a week into our hosting gig,
and we are so grateful for the volunteers who
have stepped up to assist us in this program.
MOST NEEDED: Our Day Center is located at
Holy Redeemer Church (near 880 and The
Alameda), and requires volunteers 7am-10am
and 10am-1pm. No special training is
needed, just a willingness to help these
women be comfortable and feel at home.
Overnight shifts are also needed (9pm12:30am, 12:30am-3:30am, 3:30am7am.) Come help us during these peaceful
hours! Even if you can just sign up for one shift
-- we are struggling to fill these shifts, so please
help where you can.
Questions? Email smothousing@gmail.com.

Please "like"
St. Martin of Tours

Facebook page!
You can find it at

www.facebook.com/stmartinoftoursSJ
When you follow our page, you'll get information about the parish activities!

Sunday Offerings
and

Online Giving
Numbers not
available at the time
of print

Please mark checks for
“Capital Campaign”
In the memo section of your check.

Thank you for your continued support!

Faith Formation Corner
Faith Formation Corner
We are now into the 7th week of
Easter and it’s also Mother’s Day!!
What do you have planned to show
your love and appreciation for your Mother?
For today’s Faith Formation Corner we are
going to reflect a bit on our love for our
Mothers and on Mary, Jesus’ Mother. As we
begin, let’s take a moment to remember the
last time we stopped what we were doing,
gave our Mother a hug and kiss, looked her
in the eye and told her, “I Love You.” Hopefully, we can remember doing this recently.
If not, I invite you to try and do so as soon as
possible. Expressing love and appreciation
for our Mothers is hopefully a natural habit,
but have we also developed the habit of
loving and appreciating our spiritual Mother,
Mary, the Mother of Jesus? Let’s now reflect
on whether we’ve taken the time to pray for
Mary’s intercession? If we need to pray to
someone that knows the trials of Motherhood or the gifts of loving our child, we can
always rely on Mary. If we need to pray to
someone that has experienced uncertainty
and homelessness we can rely on Mary. If
we need to pray to someone that has been
through the graces and challenges of married life, we can rely on Mary. As we celebrate this Easter season and Mother’s Day,
let us all spend a little more time with our
Mothers. If you have a question or comment, please email Daniel or Megan.
If you have a question or comments, please email
Daniel or Megan.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(RCIA)
As we celebrate the 7th Sunday of Easter we
invite you to consider joining the newest
members of our Catholic family on Thursday
nights for Mystagogy (Postbaptismal Catechesis)!
+ Matt Brann
+ Albert Guzman
+ Lily Rogers
+ Kristen Dickinson
+ Jon Dickinson
We will be discussing Our Call to
Holiness on the 17th, so please consider dropping in.
If you have other questions or would like to
join us, we gather from 7-9 PM each Thursday,
so bring your questions and an open heart.
All are Welcome, ALWAYS!
For more information, please contact Daniel at
(408) 289-9608 or dvalcazar@stmartin.org

FOOD BOX PROGRAM

As you may have heard, our program is transitioning to a Wellness Pantry, with a special emphasis on offering healthier foods to our clients.
Please come join us at our Food Box events
Monday, May 14 @ 6:45pm in Bailey House for
Sorting
Friday, May 18 @ 6pm in the gym for
Distribution
In addition, please note that for donations, we
are focused on healthier items-- we will provide
more fresh produce, so we will no longer distribute canned fruits and vegetables.
We would love to receive canned tuna,
salmon, or chicken, peanut butter, whole-grain
pasta, whole-grain unsweetened cereal, and
whole beans.
Questions? Please contact Karen at
kguldan@gmail.com or 408.410.3222.

Do You

Have a Couple of Hours?

We can always use extra hands for bringing the
Eucharist and a kind word to those in our 6 nursing homes. You will be assigned to a facility
and trained so you will feel comfortable before
you are asked to serve on your own. Call
Therese and leave a message if no one can
answer the phone at 408-289-9617.

Guadalupe Hope Society
Annual Benefit Friday

May 18, 2018
Villa Ragussa
35 South 2nd Street
In Campbell

Social Hr 5:30, Dinner &
Program 6:30, Speaker
7:30

$100 per person
Questions call 408-3796517

Save the Dates!!
St. Martin’s Shipwrecked
Vacation Bible Camp will
be June 18th-

22nd!!!
Your kids will get the
chance to explore uncharted territory and
learn how Jesus will carry
them through life’s stormiest weather. Stay tuned for Registration Information. If you’re interested in serving as an
adult volunteer, please contact Daniel at
dvalczar@stmartin.org

Attention all aspiring artists and
graphic designers! Are you interested in
Scripture Readings for NEXT Week
May 20, 2018
Pentecost Sunday
First Reading: Acts: 2:1-11
Second Reading: Galatians 5:16-25
Gospel Reading: John 15:26-27; 16:12-15

How are you empowered by the Spirit
today?

Sunday Children’s Ministries

For information on Children’s Ministry
contact Daniel Valcazar
(408) 289-9608
Nursery , Sunday Preschool , Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)

Youth Ministry

The EDGE is our middle school (6-8th) grade
youth ministry and meets 5:00-6:30pm in the
Community Building on most Tuesdays.
Life Teen is our high school youth ministry. We
will be meeting most Sundays in the Bailey
House from 7:00- 9:00 pm.

using your gifts to help reach others at St. Martin and beyond? We need your help to improve our materials. If you’d like to help design
new content for St. Martin’s Faith Formation
materials, please contact Daniel at
(408) 289-9608
ST. IGNATIUS OF LOYOLA
SPIRITUAL EXERCISES WORKSHOP
Facilitator: Fr. Andrew Garcia S.J., STL
Topic:
Spiritual Discipline: Spiritual Exercises and Our
Father
This Spiritual Exercises will help to learn more
deeply experience the “Our Father” as a key to
improving one’s prayer life and as an approach to more profoundly experience the
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola.
Date: Tuesday, May 15, 2018. 7pm – 9pm.
Place: St. Victor Parish Library
3108 Sierra Rd, San Jose
No RSVP. All are welcomes! The donation is appreciated.
For more information, please
email: dailyliferetreat@gmail.com, or
call Margarita Hua M.A. 408-729-0101, ex 325

ADVERTISING
He who has a thing to sell
and goes and whispers in a
well, is not so apt to get the
dollars as he who climbs a tree
and hollers.
✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”

Standing on the Rock CD by James Wahl

and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC
for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible
stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for
preschool children and those who are
in early grade school.
$17.00 + S&H

Saint Margaret Sunday Missal

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!
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Designed to be
800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm

Readings • Reflections • Prayers
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE.

$39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance Solutions as Low as
95
✔Police
✔Fire
✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

$19. a month
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

No Landline? No Problem!
* Real Time GPS Tracking
* Fall Detection

Download Our Free App or Visit

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

• One Free Month
• No Long-Term Contract
• Price Guarantee
• Easy Self Installation

Call Today!

Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

Grow Your Business, Advertise Here.
Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!
email: kwiatkowskim@jspaluch.com

Richard J. Ravizza, Jr. DDS
Family Dentistry

Call Marcy Kwiatkowski
925.239.1401

Se Habla Español
1795 Park Avenue, San Jose
519926 St Martin of Tours Church (B)

www.jspaluch.com

286-0617
www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

ROSE GARDEN
AUTO CARE

Alan L. Frame DDS

Smog • Oil Change
Tune Up • Batteries • Tires
Electrical

COSMETIC & FAMILY
DENTISTRY

590-B Coleman Avenue
San Jose, CA 95110
408-283-9560

Your Smile. Our Passion

Practicing Since 1996

St. Martin & Bellarmine Grad
Invisalign • Laser
Implants • Aesthetics

408.244.3562

alanframedds.com
Hablamos Español

225 Washington St. #110
Santa Clara, CA 95050

KELLY MCHAFFIE
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Trusts • Trust Administration • Probate
Forbes Mill Office Building
61 East Main Street, Suite A
Los Gatos, CA 95030

Sales * Appraisals
Management

408.560.9883

Patrick Crema

kelly@mchaffielaw.com • www.mchaffielaw.com
St. Martin of Tours Parishioner
Santa Clara University School of Law J.D. 1995

(class of ’84)

(408) 244-3100
920 S. Winchester Blvd.
San Jose, CA 95128

Please support the advertisers in your bulletin,
and thank them for their continued support.
They make your bulletin possible.
The Most Complete
Online National
Directory of

Check It Out Today!

Catholic Parishes

Come Sail Away on a 7-night Catholic Exotic Cruise. Prices begin at $1045
per couple which includes all port fees and taxes. Daily Mass and Rosary
offered. Deposit of only $350 per person will reserve your cabin.
Space is limited. Thanks and God Bless,
Brian or Sally, coordinators 860.399.1785

an Official Travel
Agency of
Apostleship of
the Sea-USA

CST 2117990-70

The Sponsors Who Appear On This Bulletin.
It Is Through Their Support That This Bulletin Is Made Possible.
Business Owners Interested In Advertising Please Call

J.S. Paluch at 1-800-231-0805
519926 St Martin of Tours Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805

Save These Dates
May 20th 10:00am Mass
Consecration of the Altar by the Bishop

Farewell Masses
May 27th 8:30 am Mass
Farewell to

Fr. Bob

Reception to follow in the Community Building

June 24th 11:30 am Mass
Farewell

Fr. Sergio & Fr. Abe

