


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Rom 1:1-7; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 11:29-32 
 

Tuesday:  Rom 1:16-25; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 11:37-41 
 

Wednesday:  Rom 2:1-11; Ps 62:2-3, 6-7, 9;  
 Lk 11:42-46 
 

Thursday:  Rom 3:21-30; Ps 130:1b-6ab;  
 Lk 11:47-54 
 

Friday:  Rom 4:1-8; Ps 32:1b-2, 5, 11; Lk 12:1-7 
 

Saturday:  Rom 4:13, 16-18; Ps 105:6-9, 42-43; 
 Lk 12:8-12 
 

Sunday:  Is 53:10-11; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22; 
 Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45 [42-45] 

Gifts 

In today’s readings, we discover that material wealth 
alone does not keep us from discipleship. We will see that 
there are other gifts more important than material wealth, 
but even so, it is how we use our gifts that matters most. 
Today’s scriptures point to the value of the gifts of 
wisdom, trusting in God, and letting our actions reflect 
the love of God from within. It is not gold that causes us 
to fall, but rather the desire for gold above all other 
things. From the readings in Wisdom and Hebrews, we 
find the source of God’s gifts in our lives. Wisdom is 
more valuable than worldly possessions. In Hebrews, we 
are challenged to look at our own values and admit 
honestly what controls our lives. 
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Today’s Readings  
First Reading — I pleaded, and the spirit of wisdom 
came to me. All good things together came to me in her 
company (Wisdom 7:7-11). 
Psalm — Fill us with your love, O Lord, and we will sing 
for joy! (Psalm 90). 
Second Reading — Indeed the word of God is living and 
effective (Hebrews 4:12-13). 
Gospel — It is easier for a camel to pass through the eye 
of a needle than for one who is rich to enter the kingdom 
of God (Mark 10:17-30 [17-27]). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 

Sunday:  Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday:  St. John XXIII; Columbus Day 
Thursday:  St. Callistus I 
Friday:  St. Teresa of Jesus; 
  National Boss’s Day 
Saturday:  St. Hedwig; St. Margaret Mary Alacoque; 
  Blessed Virgin Mary; Sweetest Day 

Feast of Faith 

Agnus Dei 
After the sign of peace, the priest breaks the host into 
pieces, and prepares the patens or plates of hosts for the 
assembly. In the early church, “the breaking of the bread” 
was the name given to the entire Eucharistic liturgy, so 
central was this action to the meaning of the Christian 
life. For just as the one bread is broken and given to many 
people, the many are made one in receiving it. 
During this ritual action, we sing an ancient litany, calling 
on Jesus as the “Lamb of God”—the words used by John 
the Baptist when he pointed to Jesus walking beside the 
Jordan River (John 1:29, 36). In calling Jesus “the Lamb 
of God,” John was already pointing to the death that Jesus 
would die: in giving his life, Jesus would become the 
Paschal Lamb of the new covenant. During the Mass, 
when we call on the Lamb of God, we call to mind his 
self-sacrificing love, his blood poured out for us, and we 
ask this compassionate Lord for mercy and peace. 
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

The Path 
People find their way to paradise more by a path of foot-
prints than by a pack of road maps. 
                    —Anonymous 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
Forty-nine years ago Pope John XXIII opened the Second Vatican Council with these challenging words: “Our duty is 
not just to guard this treasure, as though it were some museum piece and we the curators, but . . . what is needed at the 
present time is a new enthusiasm, a new joy and serenity of mind.” As the participants in Vatican II proceeded with their 
deliberations, the first document they produced was the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, for they knew that it is from 
the liturgical life of the Church that everything else we do proceeds. 
This seminal document, arrived at after much debate and approved virtually unanimously, set the tone for the entire 
Council to follow. It also set in motion the liturgical reforms that we are still implementing today. Perhaps no single 
phrase of the entire Vatican Council has had more influence on the life of the Church over the last half-century as the 
Constitution on the Liturgy’s ringing declaration that “full and active participation by all the people is the aim to be 
considered before all else.” 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Twenty-eighth Sunday 
in Ordinary Time 
October 10, 2021 

 
The word of God is living and effective, 

sharper than any two-edged sword. 
 

                                          —Hebrews 4:12a 

The Punch Line 

 
The first reading is supposed to remind us of Solomon, who, when God promised to give him whatever he 
asked, chose wisdom over wealth or power. Now our modern view of wisdom is usually pictured as the 
knowledge and experience of an older person. In the scriptures it is God's Wisdom that is desired. More than 
just the wise sayings of a Benjamin Franklin or Yoda, scriptural wisdom means doing God's will in all things. 
As Jesus tried to tell the man in the gospel, knowing and doing God's will is more precious than wealth, or 
even family! 
So if wisdom is that good, why do so few seek it? Most of us have no problem doing God's will, as long as it 
is the same as ours. Or we do God's will if it is painless and convenient. I once donated money to a charity by 
sending a text message. I don't know if I would have done it if I had to write a check and mail it. Sometimes 
we are like that man in the gospel, desiring wisdom but not willing to pay for it. 
Maybe our problem is that we don't trust God enough. The first reading, after praising wisdom more than 
health, wealth, and beauty, ends with a promise of "countless riches" while Jesus promises that the one who 
gives up everything will receive "a hundred times more." Because the rich man left in sorrow, he missed the 
punch line. 
I can think of two ways to interpret that promise. One is that the more we give up for love of the Lord, the 
more we get back. When someone gives up selfishness and begins to love, he then becomes capable of receiv-
ing love. Which leads to the second meaning of the promise: When we let God change us by giving up our 
worldly attachments, we find that we are happier because we experience God's love for us more deeply. So 
Wisdom is the way to happiness: We outgrow our desire for things that make us feel good and appreciate the 
joy of accepting God's love and sharing it with others. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co. 





 
All that we have comes from God; let us pray with grateful 

 hearts for the needs of all the world. 
 

For leaders of the Church as they use the wealth of  
the Church to provide for those in need, and so  

help to build up the reign of God on earth,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For greater cooperation among nations in meeting  

the needs of all the people of the world,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all those persecuted for their beliefs, especially 

 those in places where religious fundamentalism  
has overtaken human rights, 

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For those who dedicate their lives to serving the Lord,  
especially religious sisters,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For the safety and security of all those who endure  
the hurricanes and storms of this season,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from  
COVID-19, and for all who have died, 

especially N., N., and N.,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence  

of our hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
Hear these our prayers, O Lord, 

and grant that we may go forth with humble hearts 
to serve you and others generously, 

through Christ our Lord. 
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