


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Rom 8:12-17; Ps 68:2, 4, 6-7ab, 20-21; 
 Lk 13:10-17 
 

Tuesday:  Rom 8:18-25; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 13:18-21 
 

Wednesday:  Rom 8:26-30; Ps 13:4-6; Lk 13:22-30 
 

Thursday:  Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 6:12-16 
 

Friday:  Rom 9:1-5; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
 Lk 14:1-6 
 

Saturday:  Rom 11:1-2a, 11-12, 25-29;  
 Ps 94:12-13a, 14-15, 17-18; Lk 14:1,  
 7-11 
 

Sunday:  Dt 6:2-6; Ps 18:2-4, 47, 51; Heb 7:23-28; 
 Mk 12:28b-34 

Recognizing Jesus 
The star of today’s Gospel is a panhandler. Bartimaeus is 
blind, yes, but he is probably also homeless and filthy, a 
real nuisance to respectable citizens. Even so, it is 
Bartimaeus who recognizes Jesus as the Messiah, places 
all his faith in him, throws aside everything he has (his 
cloak), begs him for mercy, receives new vision, and 
follows Jesus on the way to suffering and death in 
Jerusalem. How desperate will we have to get before we 
can do the same? 
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Today’s Readings  
First Reading — I will lead the people to brooks of 
water, on a level road, so that none shall stumble 
(Jeremiah 31:7-9). 
Psalm — The Lord has done great things for us; we are 
filled with joy (Psalm 126). 
Second Reading — It was not Christ who glorified 
himself, but rather the one who said to him: You are my 
son: this day I have begotten you (Hebrews 5:1-6). 
Gospel — Immediately the blind man received his sight 
and followed Jesus on the way (Mark 10:46-52). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 
Sunday:  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time; 
  World Mission Sunday 
Thursday:  Ss. Simon and Jude 
Saturday:  Blessed Virgin Mary 

Feast of Faith 
The Sound of Communion 
The priest receives Holy Communion, and then there is 
movement, a bustle of activity, as we prepare to join the 
Communion procession. This holy meal does not happen 
in silence! Instead, we sing together even as we rise and 
move forward in procession to the altar. We must change 
and move to receive the Eucharist, and fittingly so, since 
the Eucharist is transformative—it demands action of us, 
internal as well as external. We do not receive the 
sacrament in silence, but with a dialogue that is also a 
profession of faith: “The Body of Christ.” “Amen.” “The 
Blood of Christ.” “Amen.” We acknowledge the real 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist with our “Amen” of 
faith, but more, our “Amen” is also a prayer that we may 
become what we receive, the Body of Christ, living and 
active in the world. We receive him not that he may 
become a part of us, but that we may become a part of 
him—part, too, of all the others who receive him, the 
whole communion of believers. 
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Forgiveness 
Forgiveness is the fragrance a violet sheds on the heel that 
has crushed it. 
     —Mark Twain 



TTreasures From Our Tradition  
“What is the Church if not the assembly of all the saints?” wrote the fifth-century bishop Niceta. Each Sunday, 
in the Profession of Faith, we express our belief in the communion of saints, the one body—with Christ as its 
head—made up of “those who are pilgrims on earth, the dead who are being purified and the blessed in 
heaven.” We are not alone! 
The preface for All Saints begins, “For today by your gift we celebrate the festival of your city, 
the heavenly Jerusalem, our mother.” What astounding words! All Saints Day (like every solemnity) is 
nothing less than the festival of the fullness of the paschal mystery, our dying and rising in Christ. Of course, 
now in autumn the mystery comes “clothed” in glorious autumnal garb, and so we celebrate our Easter faith 
with signs of the harvest, signs of nature’s dying, signs of the “homecoming” that happens naturally when the 
weather gets cold and families find themselves together more often. While the dying can point to our own 
mortality, the homecoming reminds us of the mystery of our own resurrection with Christ. 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Thirtieth Sunday 
In Ordinary Time 
October 24, 2021 

 
The Lord has done great things for us; 

we are glad indeed 
 

                                                         —Psalm 126:3 

Man of Many Talents 
 
When you think of Jesus, what do you think was his job? Healer of the sick, the lame and the blind, as 
in today's gospel? Preacher? Teacher? Leader of men? Messiah? The second reading from Hebrews 
reminds us of his main duty: Priest. It calls him a High Priest, referring to the Jewish priesthood in 
which one priest was chosen each year to offer the most important sacrifices and so appeal to God for 
forgiveness of the peoples' sins. Now this may sound like primitive religion, but it actually lets us un-
derstand Jesus even better. 
The high priest offered sacrifice for his own sins, as well as the peoples'. While Jesus did not sin, he 
experienced temptations just as we do and so can intercede for us as one who knows what it is like to 
be tempted. He also knows suffering, from his passion and death on the cross. If you ever wonder if 
you deserve to be forgiven, remember that Jesus died for all sinners, deserving or not. The High Priest 
was the one to bring the Israelites prayers to God and God's blessings to the people. Jesus also brings 
our prayers to his Father and shows us the Father's love. 
Our baptism gives us a share in that priesthood. You don't have to be ordained to pray for your friends 
and family. You don't have to be a bishop to bring God's love to those around you. When you listen to 
a friend who is hurting, or forgive someone who hurts you, you are blessing them with God's love. 
When you encourage them to have faith and trust in the Lord, you are bringing them to God. You are 
sharing in the priesthood of Christ. 
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The Lord has indeed done great things for us. Filled with joy,  

let us remember everyone who is in need today. 
 

For the holy Church of God, that we may be a healing  
presence to all the people of the world,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all nations to set aside their arms and embrace the  
causes of peace and justice,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For doctors, nurses, counselors, and all who work in  
the healing professions, and for all who work to develop  

new treatments and cures,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For our parish community as we reach out to those  

around us, seeking to share our faith and the Good News  
of Jesus Christ,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all who seek to spread the Good News through  
their work in the Church’s missions,  

let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For all those who are sick, for all who suffer from  
COVID-19, and for all who have died,  

especially N., N., and N.,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of  

our hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken,  
let us pray to the Lord. 

 
O God of goodness, 

you have indeed filled us with joy 
at the works you have done in our world. 

Hear these our prayers 
and graciously grant them according to your will, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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