


Readings for the Week 
Monday:  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6,  
 7bc-9; Mt 21:23-27 
 

Tuesday:  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7,  
 17-19, 23; Mt 21:28-32 
 

Wednesday:  Is 45:6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9-14; 
 Lk 7:18b-23 
 

Thursday:  Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b; 
 Lk 7:24-30 
 

Friday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17; 
 Mt 1:1-17 
 

Saturday:  Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; 
 Mt 1:18-25 
 

Sunday:  Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; 
 Heb 10:5-10; Lk 1:39-45 

Rejoice 
The prophetic writings we hear in today’s scriptures call us to rejoice and celebrate the goodness of God. Zephaniah, Isaiah, Saint 
Paul, and John the Baptist in Luke’s Gospel all follow the rich tradition of the Biblical prophets, a tradition that reaches 
full expression in Jesus. The prophets warn that human failings have truly disastrous consequences. All are summoned to 
repent, and to change their lives. Today we hear the Good News that God’s gracious love exceeds and overcomes all 
human corruption. God has not given up on us. Indeed, God keeps pursuing us, and eagerly seeks to reconcile with us. 
God’s initiative to set the world aright culminates with Jesus, whose coming John the Baptist announces. John’s 
prophetic message summons us to join in God’s reconciling work, by living generously and justly in our daily lives. As 
we rejoice in God’s grace, we then extend the fruits of this grace to all. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Today’s Readings  
First Reading — Shout for joy! Sing joyfully! Be glad 
and exult! The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a 
mighty savior (Zephaniah 3:14-18a). 
Psalm — Cry out with joy and gladness: for among you 
is the great and Holy One of Israel (Isaiah 12). 
Second Reading — Rejoice! The Lord is near. Make 
your requests known to God (Philippians 4:4-7). 
Gospel — John tells his hearers to share their possessions 
with the needy; be honest; do not threaten or accuse 
others falsely (Luke 3:10-18). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary 
for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. 

Saints and Special Observances 
Sunday:  Third Sunday of Advent 
Monday:  St. Lucy 
Tuesday:  St. John of the Cross 

Prayer Of The Week 
 

O God, who see how your people 
faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s 

Nativity, enable us, we pray, 
to attain the joys of so great a salvation 

and to celebrate them always 
with solemn worship and glad rejoicing. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

Reflection question: 

How am I faithfully awaiting the  
Lord’s Nativity? 
Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 
2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. 
All rights reserved. Copyright © J. S. Paluch Company, Inc. 



Treasures From Our Tradition  
Years ago, the trick question on religion quizzes would 
be to name all the liturgical colors, or the colors of the 
vestments worn at Mass. Rose is a color seldom seen, 
used at most two days a year. Today, “Gaudete Sunday,” 
is one of those days. The name of the day is drawn from 
an opening verse in the old Latin Mass texts: Gaudete is 
Latin for “Rejoice!” This year’s Gospel certainly reflects 
that mood as Elizabeth feels her infant within her leaping 
for joy at the presence of Mary. Mary’s visit to her aged 
cousin is an act of compassion between women, as two 
kinswomen who are bearing children into the world share 
their joy. 
Some churches retain the custom of having the priest 
wear rose vestments today, and many will use a rose 
candle in the Advent wreath. Violet is the official color 
for Advent and Lent, but many parishes employ different 
hues for each season, trying to keep them distinct. In 
medieval times, dye was costly, and poor parishes used 
unornamented plain cloth for vestments. Dyes were 
expensive and some colors, particularly purple, difficult 
to achieve. In England, purple dye was made from 
mollusks, yielding at best a deep indigo or blue and not 
the desired violet. Thus, the color of Advent in the British 
Isles has long been a deep blue, reminding many people 
of Mary’s presence at the heart of the Advent mystery. 
That theology is largely unplanned: it’s all because of the 
clams! 
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

An Advent Prayer 
May the God of peace make us completely holy. 

May God keep us blameless in spirit, soul and body 
for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Forever faithful is the One who calls us—God our Father! 
Expectant, let us live in joyful hope 

for the revelation of the glory 
of our God and Savior, Christ Jesus! 

To him be glory forever! 
Come, Lord Jesus! Your grace be with us all. 

—From Come, Lord Jesus by Lucien Deiss, CSSp, copyright 1976, 
1981, Lucien Deiss. Published by World Library Publications. p. 127 

Not Ready? No Problem! 
 
While Advent is a beautiful time to prepare for the 
coming of the Lord, we often get so caught up in all 
the things we do to prepare for Christmas that we 
forget Advent all together. The readings remind us 
that in spite of the stress we may feel thinking about 
how close Christmas is, we are called to rejoice for 
the Lord is near. 
The stress we feel may be from fear: Fear that I 
won't get the shopping done by Christmas, fear that 
people won't like the gifts I bought, or fear that I for-
got someone that should be on my list. But did you 
ever notice how much easier it is when you have 
someone to shop with you, or write the Christmas 
cards, or decorate the tree? "Shout for joy. . .fear 
not!" says the prophet Zephaniah in the first reading. 
(Zeph 3:14) He tells us the Lord is not coming to 
punish us for waiting till the last minute to put up the 
tree. The prophet says the Lord is in our midst, we 
are not alone. "He has turned away your ene-
mies" (Zeph 3:15), enemies like fear, doubts, and 
loneliness. 
And as if that wasn't good enough, he says that the 
Lord rejoices over us! How many times have you 
wondered if you could ask the Lord for help? Zepha-
niah reminds us that the Lord is happy to help. And 
St. Paul says the same thing in the second reading: 
"Have no anxiety at all. . .make your requests known 
to God." (Phil 4:6) That is where Advent comes in. 
We can look forward to the Lord's presence in our 
lives. We can be confident of his love for us. That is 
why faith and hope are central to the theme of Ad-
vent. Our faith in God's love for us gives us hope that 
he will support us in our weakness and fill us with 
the joy he has over us. 
Tom Schmidt, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch Co.  
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